
Access to Ancestral Lands
Grantee Orientation
March 24, 2022

Thank you for joining us. The webinar will begin shortly.



All participants will be muted during the 
webinar

Use the “raise hand” feature here if 
you are experiencing any technical 
issues or when prompted by an 
organizer.

Please use the question box to enter 
any questions to staff.



First Nations Development Institute invests in and 
creates innovative institutions and models that 
strengthen asset control and support economic
development for American Indian people and 

their communities.









Mission Statement

Our mission is to invest in the viability and visibility of California Tribal 
Nations, communities, and families. We are committed to eternalizing our 
cultures and traditions while honoring the historical fortitude of our 
ancestors.

Vision Statement

We envision a future where California Indigenous People — here since time 
immemorial — have authority over our homelands and honor our 
responsibility to our people, language and traditions to ensure our 
communities are recognized, strengthened and sustained.



Rebecca Tortes
Luiseno | Cahuilla | Assiniboine Sioux

Associate Director
Co-Founder - California Tribal Fund

Donald “Squiggie” Salcedo
Quechan/Pueblo of Laguna

Program Officer

A-dae Romero Briones
Cochiti/Kiowa

Director of Programs – NAFSI
Co-Founder - California Tribal Fund





Welcome Grantees
Big Valley Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians

California Indian Museum and Cultural Center

Modoc Tribe

Native American Land Conservancy

Northern California Tribal Court Coalition

Potter Valley Tribe

Sogorea Te' Land Trust 

Tongva Taraxat Paxaavxa Conservancy

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians

Yurok Tribe



These grants are made possible through the 
generous support of several funders

• The ERWJ Patterson Foundation

• The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation

• The Clarence E. Heller Charitable 
Foundation



• 10 grants @ $35,000

Grants Funded

• March 1, 2022 – August 31, 2023

Grant Term:

• Initial grant payments will be issued upon receipt of grant 
agreement - $32,500

• If you have not already done so, please email grant agreement 
to mcostales@firstnations.org.

• Final grant payment of $2,500 will be issued upon receipt and 
approval of final report

Disbursement Schedule:



Due Date Item Where/(to) Whom to 
Submit

Instructions

March 24, 2022 Orientation Webinar Teleconference Optional Webinar

March 31, 2022 Signed Grant 
Agreement

First Nations
Attn: Mikayla Costales

Send one scan or 2 
copies with original 
signatures & initials

August 30, 2023 Final Report First Nations 
Application Portal

Submit your final 
report as outlined in 

grant agreement

Important Dates 



Technical Assistance

In addition to grant funding, the California Tribal Fund has the ability to support technical 
assistance needs that your organization may have.  in order to help you sustain your programming 
beyond the grant period. CTF staff will reach out during the project period to discuss how we 
might best support you in this manner.  

Final Report

A final report, including project narrative and budget expenditure report, and copies of 
any policies, publications, media, or other tangible documentation produced from the 
proceeds of this grant, will be due within thirty days of completion of the project, on or 
before September 30, 2023.



Publicizing Your Project

Although not required, First Nations invites your organization to submit a separate, well-
written feature article between 500 and 1,500 words, along with photographs or 
graphics, to possibly be used in First Nations’ electronic newsletter. 
The featured story should describe the project, its purpose, and its successful 
completion, and can utilize quotes or experiences from your project participants and/or 
staff.

In addition, please feel free to e-mail any social media posts related to your project to 
our staff. 



When Should You Contact First Nations?

• If you have staff turnover – especially if it is the project coordinator.
• If you don’t receive your check within 30 days.
• If you are having problems meeting your objectives.
• If you are having financial issues.
• If you have to revise your budget and objectives.
• If you want to share good news or progress!



Questions?



Program or Grant Questions? 

Donald Salcedo – Program Officer
303-774.7836
dsalcedo@firstnations.org

Rebecca Tortes – Associate Director
303.774.7836
rtortes@firstnations.org

Online Reporting System Questions?
Mikayla Costales – Grants Officer
303.774.7836
mcostales@firstnations.org

This webinar will be recorded and can be accessed on our website under the First Nations Knowledge Center 
at http: www.firstnations.org/fnk

To receive future grant announcements and news from First Nations, be sure to sign up at 
www.firstnations.org. Scroll to the bottom of the page and click “Join our mailing list.”
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