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Western COVID-19 Response Grant 

Application Deadline: June 24, 2021, no later than 5 PM Mountain Time 

 

General Information 

About First Nations Development Institute  

 

For 40 years, First Nations Development Institute (First Nations), a Native-led 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization, has worked to strengthen American Indian economies to support healthy Native 

communities by investing in and creating innovative institutions and models that strengthen asset 

control and support economic development for American Indian people and their communities. 

First Nations began its national grantmaking program in 1993. Through year-end 2020, we have 

successfully managed 2,150 grants totaling $43 million to tribal and community institutions across 

Indian Country. For more information, visit www.firstnations.org.  

 

First Nations recognizes that tribes, Native nonprofits, and Native groups are pushed to the 

limit, in terms of their budgets, demands on staff, and resources overall. Indigenous 

communities have continued to face and respond to COVID-19 despite these challenges. First 

Nations will ensure that Native nonprofits and tribal programs have resources for longer-term 

recovery related to pandemic response. Focuses include providing general support for Native-

led programs, assisting with virtual operations and PPE to keep staff and constituents safe, and 

helping Native youth and elders cope with the mental health effects of COVID-19.  

 

Grant Overview 

 

With the generous support of the May & Stanley Smith Charitable Trust, First Nations will 

establish a Western COVID-19 Response Grant that will provide support to one or more of the 

Trust’s focus populations including elders, military veterans, individuals with a disability who are 

transitioning to live independently, and/or children in foster care. Additionally, all grantees are 

to be located in the Western United States. Through the Western COVID-19 Response Grant, 

First Nations expects to award up to 14 grants ranging from $23,000 to $28,000 to support 

tribes and organizations that are working to create long-term COVID-19 recovery and 

immediate COVID-19 relief to Native communities. Applicants must be located in Alaska, 

Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, 

Texas, Utah, Washington, or Wyoming in order to be eligible. 

 

Grant Period 

 

The grant period for this funding opportunity will commence August 1, 2021, and end May 31, 

2022. 

http://www.firstnations.org/
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Grant Award Ceilings 

 

Total requests for project budgets within this funding opportunity should not exceed $28,000. 

 

Applicant Eligibility 

 

Types of eligible applicants include, but are not limited to: 

• Federal- and State-Recognized Tribal Governments (Tribal Government Programs, 

such as Tribal Arts Programs, Heritage Departments, and Economic Development 

Entities) 

• Native-controlled 501(c)(3) nonprofits 

• Native-controlled community organizations with fiscal sponsorship 

• Native 7871 Organizations 

 

Any grantee awarded funds must be within the geographic spread of the May & Stanley Smith 

Charitable Trust. These states are: 

• Alaska 

• Arizona 

• California 

• Colorado 

• Hawaii 

• Idaho 

• Montana 

• Nevada 

• New Mexico 

• Oregon 

• Texas 

• Utah 

• Washington 

• Wyoming 

 

Please refer to the Grantmaking FAQ section for further insight regarding applicant eligibility.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.firstnations.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Grantmaking_Frequently_Asked_Questions_7.19.pdf
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Application Deadlines 

 

Applications are due Thursday, June 24, 2021, no later than 5 PM Mountain Time.  

 

Unfortunately, First Nations cannot make any emergency exceptions to application deadlines. 

Partial applications, incomplete applications due to user error, or faxed/emailed/mailed 

applications will not be considered unless they have received prior approval. 

 

Allowable Grant Activities 

 

Selected grantees under this opportunity must use funding to support work contributing to 

COVID-19 relief efforts in Native communities specifically focused on the Trust’s target 

populations: elders; military veterans; individuals with a disability who are transitioning to 

live independently; and/or children in foster care. Grantee projects should use funding for 

long-term recovery programs and/or immediate relief efforts. 

 

Examples of allowable activities under this funding opportunity include, but are not limited to: 

• Distributing PPE to foster care homes in the community 

• Creating a community-based program to address COVID-19’s effects on youth mental 

health  

• Connecting youth and elders through cultural programs designed to combat isolation 

due to COVID-19 and also build intergenerational knowledge building in the time of 

COVID-19 

• Providing staff salaries for a veterans’ service organization to remain open and create 

long-term recovery plans for their operations 

• Distributing food baskets to elders in the community over six months and designing a 

survey to see how their mental health has improved with regular contact from deliveries 

 

Examples of unallowable activities under this funding opportunity include: 

• Lobbying 

• Entertainment 

• Capital construction projects (including the construction, purchase, renovation, and/or 

furnishing of facilities) 

• Funding of individuals 

• Development campaigns 

• Endowments 

• Scholarships or tuition assistance 
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Selection Criteria 

 

In line with the targeted work of the May & Stanley Smith Charitable Trust, grantees must serve 

one or more of the following groups: 

• Elders 

• Foster Youth 

• Adults and Transitioning Youth with Disabilities 

• Veterans and Military Families 

 

First Nations seeks projects that demonstrate: 

• That they can help strengthen Native American, Alaska Native, or Native Hawaiian 

communities 

• A clear focus within projects and programs connected to the organization’s stated 

mission 

• Proper alignment with stated funding priorities and eligibility guidelines 

• A new or innovative idea or an ongoing effort that substantially builds upon past success 

• The ability and/or experience necessary to successfully accomplish the proposed project  

• Strong leadership that reflects the community served 

• A clear plan of action with specific, measurable, and realistic goals and objectives 

• Logical and sequential development of project or program-implementation timelines 

• Accurate, reasonable, and consistent project or program budget 

• Periodic assessment, documentation, and dissemination of progress and final results 

• Feasibility, cost-effectiveness, and sustainability of proposed projects or programs 

• Sufficient organizational capacity to successfully implement the proposed project or 

programs 

• Strategic plans for collaborating and forming partnerships  

• Direct engagement of target audiences within the planning, implementation, and 

evaluation process 

 

Grant Expectations 

 

Evaluation & Reporting: Selected grantees will be required to submit a final budget 

expenditure report. A phone or video call will take the place of a final narrative report. These 

reports will enable First Nations and the May & Stanley Smith Charitable Trust to: (1) gain a 

further understanding of projects responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and its impacts within 

Indigenous communities; (2) tell grantee stories, including accomplishments, challenges, impact, 

and programming practices; and (3) measure the impact of funding support on grantee 

programs.  
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 Online Application Process & Required Attachments 

 

All applicants must complete the First Nations online grant application, including submission of 

necessary attachments, no later than Thursday, June 24, 2021 at 5 PM Mountain Time. 

 

First Nations recognizes that some of our most rural and remote applicants may have limited 

access to high-speed Internet. Any exceptions to use of the online system must be made at least 

two weeks in advance of the application deadline by submitting an email request to 

grantmaking@firstnations.org. Please include your name, organization, contact information, and 

the name of the RFP for which you are applying. If you do not have access to email you can call 

our office at (303) 774-7836 and ask to speak with a member of the Grantmaking Department. 

Download instructions for First Nations’ Online Application System here. 

 

Access First Nations’ Online Application system to begin a new application here. 

 

The following attachments must be uploaded during the online submission process: 

• Attachment A: Budget. An estimated budget for the proposed project with a detailed 

cost breakdown that is reasonable and directly related to proposed grant activities. 

(Download Budget Template (not required)) 

• Attachment B: Tax-Status Documentation. A copy of the organization’s or fiscal 

sponsor’s IRS Determination Letter if the applicant is a 501(c)(3) organization or a 

community organization using a fiscal sponsor. Tribal programs and governments may 

submit proof that they are a federal- or state-recognized tribe. 

• Attachment C: Leadership & Staff List.  Native-controlled nonprofits should submit a 

list of their Board of Directors, with tribal affiliation (if applicable), and Key Staff.  

Community organizations with fiscal sponsors should submit a list of their own 

leadership team (not the fiscal sponsor’s), with tribal affiliation (if applicable), and Key 

Staff. Tribal programs and governments should submit a list of their Tribal Council in lieu 

of a Board of Directors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:grantmaking@firstnations.org
https://www.firstnations.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Online-Application-Instructions-2019.pdf
https://www.grantrequest.com/SID_1243?SA=SNA&FID=35281
https://www.firstnations.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Budget-Expenditure-Template_Revised2019.pdf
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 Application Q&A Sessions 

 

First Nations will host one optional Question & Answer (Q&A) Session for interested applicants 

prior to the application deadline. This Q&A session will provide an opportunity for applicants to 

ask questions about the application, selection criteria, guidelines, or other related questions. 

Participation is NOT mandatory; however, applicants are strongly encouraged to participate in 

the call. 

 

The Application Q&A Session will be held on: 

• Tuesday, June 15, 2021, at 10 AM Mountain Time 

Registration URL:  https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/516332175189695760  

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

webinar. 

 

 Grantseeker Resources  

 

First Nations has compiled a number of free resources related to the grantseeking process. 

Whether you are a small organization new to grants or an organization with extensive 

experience, these resources will help with development of your application to First Nations.   

 

Please click here to access First Nations’ free grantseeker resources. 

 

 Questions 

 

Should you have any additional questions about the RFP or this specific funding opportunity, 

please contact Rana LaPine by email at rlapine@firstnations.org or by phone at (303) 774-7836 

and Lila Crank at lcrank@firstnations.org or by phone at (303) 774-7836. 

 

 Partners 

 

About First Nations Development Institute 

For 40 years and through a three-pronged strategy of educating grassroots practitioners, 

advocating for systemic change, and capitalizing Indian communities, First Nations has been 

working to restore control and stewardship of tribal assets to Native communities — be they 

land, human, cultural, economic, or natural resources. First Nations serves American Indian, 

Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian communities throughout the United States. For more 

information, visit www.firstnations.org.  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/516332175189695760
https://www.firstnations.org/grantmaking/grantseeker-resources/
rlapine@firstnations.org%20
mailto:lcrank@firstnations.org
http://www.firstnations.org/
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About May & Stanley Smith Charitable Trust 

The May & Stanley Smith Charitable Trust envisions a human community that recognizes each 

individual as vital to the strength, richness, and well-being of the whole, and that motivates, 

empowers, and invites each to contribute and participate according to his or her ability and 

potential. The Trust supports organizations that offer opportunities to individuals that enrich the 

quality of life, promote self-sufficiency, and assist them in achieving their highest potential. 

https://smithct.org/ 

  

https://smithct.org/

