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State, Private, and Tribal Forestry

Cooperative Forestry

Forest Landowner Support:
Tribal Access to Emerging Private Markets 
for Climate Mitigation or Forest Resilience

Office Hours | September 4, 2024



Quick Facts About This Opportunity

• Proposals are due September 30, 2024.

• Eligible entities may submit one proposal for up to $2 million.

• All proposed activities should support participation in emerging private 
markets for climate mitigation or forest resilience.

• No match requirement.

• Proposals must be submitted via grants.gov.
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Definitions and Eligibility: Applicants

Who Can Apply:

• Federally Recognized Tribes

• Alaska Native Corporations and 
Villages

• Tribal Organizations
(as defined in the Indian Self-Determination and 
Education Assistance Act (25 U.S. Code § 5304))

• “the recognized governing body of any Indian 
Tribe; any legally established organization of 
Indians which is controlled, sanctioned, or 
chartered by such governing body or which is 
democratically elected by the adult members of 
the Indian community to be served by such 
organization and which includes the maximum 
participation of Indians in all phases of its 
activities: Provided, that in any case where a 
contract is let or grant made to an organization 
to perform services benefiting more than one 
Indian tribe, the approval of each such Indian 
tribe shall be a prerequisite to the letting or 
making of such contract or grant.”

Individuals are not eligible to apply.

(USDA Forest Service photo by Preston Keres)



Definitions and Eligibility: Land

Program activities must target 
nonindustrial private forest land, which 
is defined as meeting all of the following 
criteria:

• Is rural (all areas outside US Census 
areas with 50,000 or more people)

• Has existing tree cover or is 
suitable for growing trees

• Is owned by any private individual, 
group, association, corporation, 
Indian Tribe, or other private legal 
entity or is Tribal land held in trust 
by the Federal government

(Forest Service photo by Scott Ray)



Definitions and Eligibility: Markets

Markets currently exist around 
greenhouse gases (including carbon), 
water quality, biodiversity/habitat, and 
wetland restoration. Additional emerging 
market innovations include certification 
for products and supply chains that 
address conservation objectives. 

Market drivers related to cost savings and 
risk reduction, such as source water 
protection or restoration, 
may also be addressed.

(Forest Service photo by Gary Garner)



The USDA Forest Service will not endorse any specific 
market or activity (e.g., carbon markets).

The agency supports Tribes in self-determining 
which, if any, emerging markets align with 

traditional practices and your community’s vision.





Leiloni Begaye, Navajo Nation 
Associate Director 
I begaye@firstnations.org 
505.717.2346 
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Tribal Access to Emerging Private Markets for 
Forest Resilience or Climate Mitigation

Grant Opportunity
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Panelists

Leah Lord
U.S. Forest Service – State, Private, and Tribal Forestry 
Landowner Support: sm.fs.landownerIRA@usda.gov

Bryan Van Stippen
Indian Carbon Coalition (T.A. and support)
www.indiancarbon.org
bvanstippen@iltf.org
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