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Federal Lands in Cherokee Homeland
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Nantahala National Forest

Å531,148 acres

ÅòLand of the noon day sunó

ÅOver 600 miles of trails, plus camping, whitewater sports, 
climbing, etc

ÅRich biological diversity and cultural history
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Tribal Forest Protection Act

ÅTFPA Proposal & Good Neighbor Authority 
(GNA) Agreement ð November 2022
ÅSupplemental Project Agreements (SPAs)

ÅProjects so far includeê
ÅForestry Manager position

ÅSmoke monitoring for cultural burns, prescribed 
burns, & wildfires

ÅCo-stewardship plan development

ÅMore to come!



Project Development

ÅNorthside Project
ÅEBCI represented on Interdisciplinary Team

ÅWhite oak management on lands adjacent to Qualla Boundary

ÅSanteetlah Watershed Restoration Action Plan
ÅEarly tribal involvement (Feb 2024 field trip)

ÅRiver cane restoration site selection

ÅBIA WaterCorps Intern

ÅMore to come!



Indigenous Conservation Corps

ÅPilot Year: 2022
ÅEight-week summer crew model

ÅRecreation, fire, timber/silviculture, wildlife, 
fisheries, archaeology, & botany work

ÅEight-week botany-focused extension
ÅFocus on ginseng monitoring and restoration

ÅFull Launch: 2024
ÅCommunity Stewardship Intern (year-

round)

ÅBotany Interns (Spring)

ÅHigh School Program (April)

ÅEight-week summer crew (June-July)

ÅMore to come!







Questions?

Maria Dunlavey

Botanist

Nantahala National Forest

828-342-2698

maria.dunlavey@usda.gov


