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Introduction
Welcome to the U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Native agriculture program guide.
The USDA is the second largest department in the US Government, second only to the
Department of Defense. This is not a complete reference guide to all the programs within the
USDA.
However, this document provides an advantage with a listing of USDA programs that support
Native agriculture projects. This reference guide contains 68 programs that pertain to the
development and federal funding of Native agriculture and food systems projects.
Information on how to apply, who to contact for more information, and uses and restrictions of
the funding on such programs as Community Food Projects (CFP) Competitive Grants
Program and the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is included.
Web-based research is made easier through an alphabetic listing of the USDA programs. Each
program‟s website is listed and you will also find specific key words to utilize in your research
efforts that may bring you to other sources.
As an example, you will find conservation programs that, on the surface, may not address your
immediate need. However, improving the quality and quantity of native forages improves
habitat for both wildlife and avian species. These same programs improve water quality and
quantity, thus positively impacting fisheries. Many tribal communities have year-long sustenance
hunting which in turn puts severe pressure on wildlife populations; the Wildlife Habitat
Incentive Program will assist in addressing the problem.
This manual will assist in your research and efforts. We hope that by providing this information
to tribes and Native communities it encourage you to apply and take control of your food
systems.
Gunalchéesh (Thank you),

Michael E. Roberts (téix sháach tsín)
President
First Nations Development Institute

Through a three-pronged strategy of Educating
Grassroots Practitioners, Advocating for Systemic
Change, and Capitalizing Indian Communities, First
Nations Development Institute is working to restore
Native control and culturally compatible stewardship of
the assets they own – be they land, human potential,
cultural heritage, or natural resources – and to establish
new assets for ensuring the long-term vitality of Native
communities.

First Nations‟ Native Agriculture and Food Systems Initiative (NAFSI) is made possible with
primary support from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, through its Food and Society Initiative
(FAS). The purpose of the FAS Initiative is to support the creation and expansion of
community-based food systems that are locally owned and controlled, environmentally sound
and promote good health. The FAS Initiative is based on a vision of a future food system that
provides for all segments of society a safe and nutritious food supply grown in a manner that
protects health and the environment and adds economic and social value to rural communities.
First Nations‟ NAFSI program endeavors to assist Native communities in controlling their
agricultural assets, to obtain equal access to the marketplace for Native food producers, and to
help build capacity within communities that will lead to a movement for systemic change,
resulting in healthy and sustainable food systems within their communities.
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Program Name: Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA)
Agency: Department of Agriculture – Office of Natural Resources Conservation Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) provides cost share assistance
to agricultural producers to voluntarily address issues such as water management, water quality,
and erosion control by incorporating conservation into their farming operations. Producers may
construct or improve water management structures or irrigation structures; plant trees for
windbreaks or to improve water quality; and mitigate risk through production diversification or
resource conservation practices, including soil erosion control, integrated pest management, or
transition to organic farming.
AMA is available in 16 states where participation in the Federal Crop Insurance Program is
historically low: Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah, Vermont, West Virginia,
and Wyoming.
CFDA Number: 10.917
Program Eligibility: Be engaged in livestock or agricultural production and have annual
potential sales of $1,000 or more; Have an interest in the farming operation associated with the
land being offered for AMA enrollment; Have control of the land for the term of the proposed
contract; Be in compliance with the provisions for protecting the interests of tenants and
sharecroppers, including the provisions for sharing AMA payments on a fair and equitable basis;
Be within appropriate payment limitation requirements
Land Eligibility: Includes land on which agricultural commodities or livestock are produced
such as cropland, hay land, pastureland, rangeland, and grassland; land used for subsistence
purposes, private non-industrial forestland or other land on which agricultural products,
livestock or forest-related goods are produced; where risk may be mitigated through operation
diversification or change in resource conservation practices.
Match Required: Cost share payments shall be based on 75 percent of the cost of the eligible
practice installed.
How to Apply: AMA Application Form is available on Natural Resources Conservation
Service website under Programs and Services/Financial Assistance/Agriculture Management
Assistance.
Deadlines: Applicants may submit an application at any time during the year. Applications will
be ranked at periodic intervals during the year. Applications that miss the current ranking cutoff date will be held and processed at the end of the next application ranking cut-off date,
regardless of whether the cut-off date occurs in the current fiscal year or the next.
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For more information and updates about AMA or other Farm Bill topics, please refer to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Web site at: www.usda.gov/farmbill, or the NRCS Web site at:
www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/AMA/.
Contact Info:
USDA, NRCS
Conservation Technical Assistance Division
14th and Independence Ave., SW
Room 6015-S
Washington, DC 20250
Phone: 202-720-8851
Fax: 202-720-2998
Duration of Grant: An AMA plan of operations is required for the area covered in the
application and becomes the basis for developing the AMA contract. NRCS works with the
applicant to develop the plan of operations. Participants are expected to maintain cost-shared
practices for the life of the practice. Contracts are for a minimum of one year after completion
of the last practice, but not more than ten years.
The NRCS State Conservationist, in consultation with the State Technical Committee,
determines eligible structural and/or vegetative conservation practices using a locally-led
process.
Amounts: Not to exceed $50,000 for any fiscal year. Total cost share payments per the life of
the contract shall not exceed $150,000.
Uses and Restrictions: Eligible producers in approved states may receive cost-share assistance
to construct or improve water management structures or irrigation structures; plant trees for
wind breaks or to improve water quality; and mitigate financial risk through production or
marketing diversification or resource conservation practices, including soil erosion control,
integrated pest management or transition to organic farming.
Subject Keywords: agriculture management, irrigation, erosion, organic
Categories: Direct payments for specified use
Website: www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ama

Program Name: Agricultural Research - Basic and Applied Research
Agency: Agricultural Research Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
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Program Mission: To make agricultural research discoveries, evaluate alternative ways of
attaining research goals, and provide scientific technical information.
CFDA Number: 10.001
Eligibility: Usually nonprofit institutions of higher education or other nonprofit research
organizations, whose primary purpose is conducting scientific research.
Match Required: No match
How to Apply
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is required. Environmental impact information is not required for
this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110. Letters should be
submitted to the Agricultural Research Service, Department of Agriculture. Give name of
applicants, location of facilities, and State of incorporation, if any.
Award Procedure: A peer review panel considers each proposal, evaluates the qualifications of
applicants in line with research to be undertaken and determines priority for final negotiations of
the grant.
Deadlines: None
Contact Info
Regional or Local Offices:
See Regional Agency Offices found at http://www.ars.usda.gov/pandp/locations/areas.htm.
Headquarters Office:
Kathleen S. Townson
5601 Sunnyside Ave, MS-5110,
Beltsville, Maryland 20705
Email: kathleen.townson@ars.usda.gov
Phone: 301-504-1702.
Duration of Grant: N/A
Amounts: From $1,000 to $25,000, average: $3,000
Uses and Restrictions: Research is conducted that is in cooperation with and is correlated
with the Agricultural Research Service's in-house research programs and projects. Limited
discretionary research funds are periodically made available.
Subject Keywords: agriculture science, research, education
Categories: Project grants (non-competitive)
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Website Address
www.ars.usda.gov.

Program Name: Agriculture and Rural Economic Research
Agency: Economic Research Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program (FANRP) awards
grants and cooperative agreements to support extramural research that focuses on USDA's
domestic food and nutrition assistance programs. FANRP research analyzes diet and nutritional
outcomes and well-being of needy Americans, food program targeting and delivery, and program
dynamics and administration. These programs include the Food Stamp Program; the Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC); and child nutrition
programs, such as the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs. "A Healthy,
Well-Nourished Population" is our research emphasis. Our goal is a high-quality,
multidisciplinary program that focuses on today's problems and addresses tomorrow's issues.
CFDA Number: 10.250
Applicant Eligibility: Any individual or organization in the U.S. and U.S. Territories is eligible
to receive the popular or technical research publications that convey the research results,
although there may be a fee.
Match Required: No match
Application Procedures: OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular
No. A-110 applies to this program. Requests for technical information may be made to the
Chief, Publishing and Communications Branch, ERS, 1800 M Street, N.W., Washington, DC
20036-5831.
Overview of FANRP's Competitive Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program:
Research is targeted to meet critical information needs of the Administration, Congress,
program managers, policy officials, clients, the research community, and the general public. This
program allows ERS to partner with innovative, creative, and forward-looking researchers.
Major research themes of FANRP are:







diet and nutritional outcomes,
food program targeting and delivery, and
program dynamics and administration
Grants are awarded when the research project supports the research mission and does
not require substantial involvement between ERS staff and the extramural researchers
during the research period.
Cooperative agreements, awarded when the research project requires more substantial
involvement between ERS and the extramural researchers, allow ERS staff to
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supplement their own expertise with the knowledge and resources of academic and
private institutions.
Grants and cooperative agreements are competitively awarded through a tightly-run peer review
process. Most awards are between $100,000 and $300,000 but may vary by particular
announcement. FANRP's Competitive Grants and Cooperative Agreements programs are
publicly announced via ERS's website, email updates, and Grants.gov. FANRP also funds
research opportunities through the Research Innovation and Development Grants in
Economics (RIDGE) program.
Submissions and Proposal Evaluation: The proposal evaluation process includes peer review
panels consisting of experts from academia, government, and the private sector. In addition to
reviewer‟s comments, FANRP‟s selection process considers coverage of priority research areas,
overlap between proposals and ongoing projects, program needs, potential benefits from
research collaborations on particular projects, and availability of funding.
Deadlines: N/A
Contact Info:
Pia Miller
1800 M Street NW, Room N-5125
Washington, District of Columbia 20036
Email: pmiller@ers.usda.gov
Phone: 202-694-5199.
Amounts: From $100,000 to $300,000
Uses and Use Restrictions: ERS performs economic research and analyses related to U.S. and
world agriculture that addresses a multitude of economic concerns and decision making needs of
Federal, State, and local governments, farmers, farm organizations, farm suppliers, marketers,
processors, and consumers. There are no restrictions on the use of ERS produced information.
Subject Keywords: food research, nutrition research, food assistance research
Categories: Grants, cooperative agreements
Website: http://www.ers.usda.gov.

Program Name: Alaska Native-Serving and Native Hawaiian-Serving Institutions
Education Grants
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
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Program Mission: The purpose of this program is to promote and strengthen the ability of
Alaska Native-Serving Institutions and Native Hawaiian-Serving (ANNH) Institutions to carry
out education, applied research, and related community development programs. NIFA intends
this program to address educational needs, as determined by each institution, within a broadly
defined area of food and agricultural sciences and related disciplines.
CFDA Number: 10.228
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
Individual public or private, non-profit Alaska Native-Serving and Native Hawaiian-Serving
Institutions of higher education that meet the definitions of Alaska Native-Serving Institution or
Native Hawaiian Serving Institution established in Title III, Part A of the Higher Education Act
of 1965, as amended (20 U.S.C. 1059d.) are eligible institutions under this program.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Alaska Native Serving Institutions and Native Hawaiian Serving Institutions.
Match Required: No match
How to Apply
Pre-application Coordination:
All proposals/solicitations are published in the Federal Register. This program is excluded from
coverage under E.O. 12372.
Pre-application Coordination:
All RFAs are published on the Agency‟s website and Grants.gov. Applicants must complete the
Grants.gov registration process. Please see the following Grants.gov link for more information:
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp. An environmental impact statement is
required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Applications should be submitted as outlined in the RFA. Applications must follow
the instructions provided per Grants.Gov and in the Agency guide to submitting applications via
Grants.gov.
Award Procedure: Applications are subjected to a system of peer and merit review in
accordance with section 103 of the Agricultural Research, Extension and Education Reform Act
of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 1613) by a panel of qualified scientists and other appropriate persons who are
specialists in the field covered by the proposal. Within the limit of funds available for such
purpose, the NIFA Authorized Departmental Officer (ADO) shall make grants to those
responsible, eligible applicants whose applications are judged most meritorious under the
procedures set forth in the RFA.
Deadlines: All deadlines are announced in the Federal Register.
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Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA, Science and Education Resources Development
Multicultural Alliances
1400 Independence Avenue, SW., STOP 2251
Washington, District of Columbia 20024
Phone: 202-401-2855 or 720-0384
Fax: 202-720-4924
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: The term of competitive project grants and/or
cooperative agreements under this program may not exceed three (3) years. Method of
awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: If minimum or maximum amounts of funding
per competitive project grant or cooperative agreement are established, these will be announced
in the annual program announcement or Request for Application (RFA).
Uses and Use Restrictions: Funds may be used to enhance educational equity for underrepresented students in order to prepare them for careers related to the food, agricultural, and
natural resource systems of the United States; to strengthen institutional educational capacities,
including libraries, curriculum, faculty, scientific instrumentation, instruction delivery systems,
and student recruitment and retention, in order to respond to identified educational needs in the
food and agricultural sciences; and to facilitate activities and cooperative initiatives between
AN/NH Serving Institutions, or between AN/NH Serving Institutions and units of State
government or the private sector, to maximize the development and use of resources, faculty,
facilities, and equipment, to improve food and agricultural sciences teaching programs. The use
of grant funds to plan, acquire, or construct a building or facility is not allowed under this
program. With prior approval, and in accordance with the cost principles set forth in OMB
Circular No. A-21, some grant funds may be used for minor alterations, renovations, or repairs
deemed necessary to retrofit existing teaching or research spaces in order to carry out a funded
project. However, requests to use grant funds for such purposes must demonstrate that the
alterations, renovations, or repairs are essential to achieving the major purpose of the project.
Subject Keywords: agriculture, food, education, professional development
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.nifa.usda.gov/.

Program Name: Commodity Supplemental Food Program
Agency: Food and Nutrition Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The Commodity Supplemental Food Programs (CSFP) is a Federally
funded program, which works to improve the health of low-income pregnant and breastfeeding
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women, other new mothers up to one year postpartum, infants, children up to age six, and
elderly people at least 60 years of age by supplementing their diets with nutritious USDA
commodity foods. It provides food and administrative funds to States to supplement the diets of
these groups.
CFDA Number: 10.565
Applicant Eligibility: Agreements are made between the Department and the State agency or
an Indian tribe or tribal organization recognized by the Department of the Interior for the
administration of the program or the appropriate area office of the Indian Health Service of the
Department of Health and Human Services.
Beneficiary Eligibility: To be certified as eligible to receive USDA Foods through the
program, each applicant must be categorically eligible as an infant, child up to and including age
five, a pregnant, postpartum or breastfeeding woman, or an elderly person 60 years of age or
older, residing in an area where the program operates. States establish income eligibility
guidelines for women, infants, and children, which must be set between 100 and 185 percent of
Federal Poverty Income Guidelines. Women, infants, and children who receive Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program benefits, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, or Medicaid
are considered automatically eligible for Commodity Supplemental Food Program. At State
discretion, women, infant, and children participants may be considered income eligible if
participating in existing Federal, State, or local food, health or welfare programs for low-income
persons if the income eligibility limits for the program are equal to or lower than the established
limits for the Commodity Supplemental Food Program. States establish income guidelines for
elderly persons, which must be set at or below 130 percent of Federal poverty income guidelines.
States may require that participants be at nutritional risk, as determined by a physician or local
agency staff. States may also require that an individual reside within the service area of the local
agency at the time of application for program benefits. However, States may not require that the
individual reside within the area for any fixed period of time.
Match Required: Statutory Formula: Administrative Funds: Public Law 107-171 requires the
USDA to provide State agencies with a grant per assigned caseload slot to pay for administrative
program costs. This program has no matching requirements. MOE requirements are not
applicable to this program.
How to Apply: OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. This program is excluded
from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110. The State agency must require each agency that
desires approval as a local agency to submit an application that contains sufficient information to
enable the State agency to make a determination of eligibility for that agency. Individual
participants may apply for program benefits at an approved local agency.
Award Procedure: USDA Foods and administrative funds are awarded by the Department to
State agencies in accordance with the priorities and funding formulas set forth in program
regulations and legislation. State agencies, in turn, distribute USDA Foods and administrative
funds to the local level.
Deadlines:
deadlines.

Contact the headquarters or regional office, as appropriate, for application
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Contact Info:
Cathie McCullough
3101 Park Center Drive
Food Distribution Division - Food and Nutrition Service
Department of Agriculture
Alexandria, Virginia 22302-1594
Phone: 703-305-2680
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: USDA Foods are made available on an ongoing
basis. Administrative funds are provided to States annually, each fiscal year. Method of
awarding/releasing assistance: lump sum.
Uses and Use Restrictions: USDA Foods and administrative grants are made to State
agencies, Indian tribes or tribal organizations recognized by the Department of the Interior, or,
the appropriate area office of the Indian Health Service of the Department of Health and
Human Services. These agencies distribute USDA Foods and funds to participating local public
or private nonprofit agencies. Federal funding for administrative costs may only be used in
making these donated foods and nutrition education available to eligible beneficiaries. USDA
Foods can only be made available to eligible beneficiaries and cannot be sold, exchanged, or
otherwise disposed of without prior specific approval by the Department.
Subject Keywords: food assistance, commodities, nutrition
Categories: Sale, exchange, or donation of property and goods; formula grants.
Website: http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/programs/csfp/default.htm.

Program Name: Community Facilities Loans and Grants
Agency: Rural Development
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To construct, enlarge, extend, or otherwise improve community facilities
providing essential services to rural residents. The Community Facilities Grant Program is
typically used to fund projects under special initiatives, such as Native American community
development efforts; child care centers linked with the Federal government's Welfare-to-Work
initiative; Federally-designated Enterprise and Champion Communities, and the Northwest
Economic Adjustment Initiative area.
CFDA Number: 10.766
Applicant Eligibility: City, county, and State agencies; political and quasi-political subdivisions
of States and associations, including corporations, Indian tribes on Federal and State
reservations and other federally recognized Indian tribes; and existing private corporations
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which: (1) are operated on a not-for-profit basis; (2) have or will have the legal authority
necessary for constructing, operating, and maintaining the proposed facility or service and for
obtaining, giving security for, and repaying the loan; and (3) are unable to finance the proposed
project from its own resources or through commercial credit at reasonable rates and terms.
Assistance is authorized for eligible applicants in rural areas of the States, Puerto Rico, the Virgin
Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the
Marshall Islands, the Republic of Palaw, and the Federated States of Micronesia.
Formula and Matching Requirements: This program has no statutory formula. Matching
Requirements: Matching funds are not required but may be used in connection with the funds
provided from the applicant or other sources. Funds are allocated to States based upon rural
population, number of households below the poverty level, and rural unemployment. The
statistical factor for eligibility is cities, towns or incorporated areas under 20,000 population for
direct and guaranteed loans and 20,000 population for grants. The source is "Latest Decennial
Census." Grants are limited to a maximum of 75 percent of project cost. This program does not
have MOE requirements.
How to Apply
Pre-application Coordination:
The standard application forms as provided by the Federal agency and required by OMB
Circular No. A-102 must be used for this program. An applicant should consult the office or
official designated as the single point of contact in his or her State for more information on the
process the State requires in applying for assistance if the State has selected the project for
review. An environmental impact assessment is required for this program. This program is
eligible for coverage under E.O. 12372, "Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs." An
applicant should consult the office or official designated as the single point of contact in his or
her State for more information on the process the State requires to be followed in applying for
assistance, if the State has selected the program for review.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. For direct loans and grants, applicants must file Standard Form SF-424 and supporting
documentation at the local Rural Development Area Office. For guaranteed loans, the lender
must file Form RD 3575-1 and supporting documentation.
Award Procedure: After the pre-application has been reviewed by the Rural Development
Area Office, it is forwarded to the Rural Development State Office for review and processing
instructions. Following review by the State Office, the applicant is notified about eligibility,
availability of funds, and if an application should be filed. Upon completion of application
processing requirements and approval by the State Office, funds are made available to the Rural
Development Area Office for delivery.
Deadlines: None
Contact Info
Regional or Local Office:
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See Regional Agency Offices. Consult your local telephone directory under U.S. Department of
Agriculture for Rural Development County or Area office numbers or visit the website
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app for a State Office listing.
Headquarters Office:
Deputy Administrator, Community Programs
Department of Agriculture
Stop 0788, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, District of Columbia 20250-0788
Phone: 202-720-1490
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: A time limitation is not specified for the use of
Community Facilities loan or grant funds. Funds will be awarded when all program requirements
are met and the project can be completed on a timely basis. Funds may be advanced on an as
needed basis by RHS to cover expenses for a 30-day period.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: Direct Loans: $5,000 to $9,000,000, average:
$828,407. Guaranteed Loans: $26,000 to $20,000,000, average: $2,799,966. Grants: $30,000 to
$445,500, average $37,266.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Community facilities include, but are not limited to, those
providing or supporting overall community development such as hospitals, fire stations, child
care facilities, food recovery and distribution centers; assisted-living facilities; group homes,
mental health clinics, and shelters; and education facilities. Projects comprise community, social,
health care, education, cultural, transportation, industrial park sites, fire and rescue services,
access ways, and utility extensions. All facilities financed in whole or in part with RHS funds
shall be for public use. Applicant Eligibility: City, county, and State agencies; political and quasipolitical subdivisions of States and associations, including corporations, Indian tribes on Federal
and State reservations and other federally recognized Indian tribes; and existing private
corporations which: (1) are operated on a not-for-profit basis; (2) have or will have the legal
authority necessary for constructing, operating, and maintaining the proposed facility or service
and for obtaining, giving security for, and repaying the loan; and (3) are unable to finance the
proposed project from its own resources or through commercial credit at reasonable rates and
terms. Assistance is authorized for eligible applicants in rural areas of the States, Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
the Marshall Islands, the Republic of Palaw, and the Federated States of Micronesia. Direct loans
- Poverty, intermediate, and market interest rate change quarterly. Repayment term is the lesser
of 40 years or life of security. Guaranteed terms negotiated with lender with maximum term if or
guarantee being the lesser of 40 years or life of security.
Categories: Project grants
Website: www.rurdev.usda.gov.

Program Name: Community Food Projects Competitive Grants
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Agency: Department of Agriculture – National Institute of Food and Agriculture
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To support the development of community food projects designed to meet
the food needs of low-income people; increase the self-reliance of communities in providing for
their own needs; and promote comprehensive responses to local food, farm, and nutrition
issues.
CFDA Number: 10.225
Applicant Eligibility: Proposals may be submitted by private nonprofit entities. Because
projects must promote comprehensive responses to local food, farm, and nutrition issues,
applicants are encouraged to seek and create partnership among public, private nonprofit and
private for-profit organizations or firms. To be further eligible for a grant, a private nonprofit
applicant must meet three mandatory requirements: 1. Have experience in the area of: (a)
community food work, particularly concerning small and medium-sized farms, including the
provision of food to people in low-income communities and the development of new markets in
low-income communities for agricultural producers; or (b) job training and business
development activities in low-income communities; 2. demonstrate competency to implement a
project, provide fiscal accountability and oversight, collect data, and prepare reports and other
appropriate documentation; and 3. demonstrate a willingness to share information with
researchers, practitioners, and other interested parties.
Match Required: This program has no statutory formula. Matching Requirements: Percent:
100%. Successful CFP applicants and PP award applicants MUST provide matching on a dollarfor-dollar basis (100%) for all federal funds awarded. Matching funds are not required for T &
TA grants.
How to Apply
Pre-application Coordination:
All RFAs are published on the Agency‟s website and Grants.gov. Applicants must complete the
Grants.gov registration process. Please see the following Grants.gov link for more information:
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp. An environmental impact statement is
required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. This program is
excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110. Applications should be submitted as
outlined in the RFA. Applications must follow the instructions provided per Grants.Gov and in
the Agency guide to submitting applications via Grants.gov.
Award Procedure: Applications are subjected to a system of peer and merit review in
accordance with section 103 of the Agricultural Research, Extension and Education Reform Act
of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 1613) by a panel of qualified scientists and other appropriate persons who are
specialists in the field covered by the proposal. Within the limit of funds available for such
purpose, the NIFA Authorized Departmental Officer (ADO) shall make grants to those
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responsible, eligible applicants whose applications are judged most meritorious under the
procedures set forth in the RFA.
Deadlines: All proposal submission deadlines are announced in the proposal solicitation
published in the Federal Register.
Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA, National Program Leader
Competitive Programs
1400 Independence Avenue, SW., STOP 2240
Washington, District of Columbia 20024
Phone: 202-401-1761 or 205-0241
Fax: 202-401-6488
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: The term of competitive project grants and/or
cooperative agreements under this program may not exceed three (3) years. Method of
awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: If minimum or maximum amounts of funding
per competitive project grant or cooperative agreement are established, these will be announced
in the annual program announcement or Request for Application (RFA).
Uses and Use Restrictions: Community food projects are intended to take a comprehensive
approach to developing long-term solutions that help to ensure food security in communities by
linking the food sector to community development, economic opportunity, and environmental
enhancement. Comprehensive solutions may include elements such as: (1) Improved access to
high quality, affordable food among low-income households; (2) support for local food systems,
from urban gardening to local farms that provide high quality fresh food, ideally with minimal
adverse environmental impact; and (3) expanded economic opportunities for community
residents through local business or other economic development, improved employment
opportunities, job training, youth apprenticeship, school-to-work transition, and the like. Any
solution proposed must tie into community food needs. Successful applicants must provide
matching funds, either in cash or in-kind amounting to at least 50 percent of the total cost of the
project during the term of the grant award.
Construction and Renovation: With prior approval, and in accordance with applicable
Federal cost principles, grant funds may be used to plan, acquire, or construct a building or
facility, or to acquire land; and for improvements, alterations, renovations, or repairs to land or
buildings, necessary to carry out a funded project under this program. However, requests to use
grant funds for such purposes must demonstrate that such expenditures are essential to
achieving the major purpose for which the grant request is made.
Subject Keywords: food, farms, nutrition, health
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.nifa.usda.gov.
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Program Name: Conservation Innovation Grants
Agency: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) is a voluntary program intended to
stimulate the development and adoption of innovative conservation approaches and
technologies while leveraging Federal investment in environmental enhancement and protection,
in conjunction with agricultural production. Under CIG, Environmental Quality Incentives
Program funds are used to award competitive grants to non-Federal governmental or nongovernmental organizations, Tribes, or individuals.
CIG enables NRCS to work with other public and private entities to accelerate technology
transfer and adoption of promising technologies and approaches to address some of the
Nation's most pressing natural resource concerns. CIG will benefit agricultural producers by
providing more options for environmental enhancement and compliance with Federal, State,
and local regulations. NRCS administers CIG.
CFDA Number: 10.912
Eligibility: CIG applications will be accepted from State or local units of government,
federally-recognized tribes, non-governmental organizations, and individuals. Applications will
be accepted from all 50 States, the Caribbean Area (Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands), and the
Pacific Basin Area (Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands). Proposed projects must involve EQIP-eligible producers.
Match Required: At least 50 percent of the total cost of the project must come from nonFederal matching funds (cash and in-kind contributions) provided by the grantee. The grantee
also is responsible for providing the technical assistance required to successfully complete the
project. NRCS will provide technical oversight for each project receiving an award.
How to Apply: Once funds for CIG become available, an RFP will be published in the Federal
Register and on the federal eGrants portal, www.grants.gov. The RFP also may be accessed from
the NRCS website at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig The RFP will specify the
information required from applicants. Complete applications must be mailed to the NRCS
National office at the address identified in the RFP.
Deadlines: As announced in request for proposals each year.
Contact Info:
Carl Lucero
5601 Sunnyside Avenue, Mail Stop 5473
Beltsville, MD 20705,
Phone: 301-504-2222
Fax: 301-504-2264
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Duration of Grant: Contract period is between 2 to 10 years, depending on the conservation
systems that need to be applied. Obligations for assistance are tied to the schedule for applying
conservation practices included in the conservation plan used as the basis for the 2 to 10 year
contract. Payments are made when the participant and NRCS certify that conservation practice
is completed in accordance with contract.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: Conservation payments are limited to a
maximum payment limitation of $300,000 for the life of the 2008 Farm Bill. Average contract
payments are estimated to be $19,600.
Uses and Restrictions: CIG enables NRCS to work with other public and private entities and
individuals to accelerate technology transfer and adoption of promising technologies and
approaches to address some of the Nation's most pressing natural resource concerns. CIG will
benefit agricultural producers by providing more options for environmental enhancement and
compliance with Federal, State, and local regulations.
Subject Keywords: resource management, agriculture management, conservation,
environmental protection
Categories: Direct payments for specified use.
Website: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov.

Program Name: Conservation Reserve Program
Agency: Farm Service Agency
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To protect the Nation's long-term capability to produce food and fiber; to
reduce soil erosion and sedimentation, improve water quality, and create a better habitat for
wildlife.
CFDA Number: 10.069
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
An individual, partnership, association, Indian Tribal ventures corporation, estate, trust, other
business enterprises or other legal entities and, whenever applicable, a State, a political
subdivision of a State, or any agency thereof may submit an offer to enroll acreage.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
If their offer is accepted for enrollment, an individual, partnership, association, Indian Tribal
ventures, corporation, estate, trust, other business enterprises or other legal entities and,
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whenever applicable, a State, political subdivision of State, or any agency thereof may earn
benefits.
The land must be owned or operated for not less than 12 months prior to the close of the
signup period, unless the land was acquired by will or succession or FSA determines that
ownership was not acquired for the purpose of placing the land in the CRP. This program is
excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-87.
Match Required: No match
Application and Award Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is required. An environmental impact statement is required for this
program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. This program is
excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110. FSA has three methods for enrolling
acreage in the CRP. One method is a continuous signup process where acreage suitable for
certain environmental priority practices, including but not limited to grass waterways, riparian
buffers or filter strips, and acreage within wellhead protection areas may be offered and accepted
without going through a competitive offer process. The second method is similar to continuous
signup and is available only in distinct geographic areas. These areas are targeted by FSA and
State governments under partnership agreements. The third method is to offer acreage during a
general signup period where eligible offers to enroll highly erodible and other environmentally
sensitive acreage are submitted and ranked competitively based on an environmental benefits
index. Regardless of the method of enrollment, the local FSA office that serves the area in which
the farm or ranch is located will provide the maximum payment rate CCC will accept to enroll
certain acreage in the program. Producers may submit a rental rate per acre offered that may be
equal to or less than CCC's maximum payment rate.
Award Procedure:
FSA will notify persons whose offers are determined acceptable as soon as practicable after the
close of the signup.
Deadlines:
deadlines.

Contact the headquarters or regional office, as appropriate, for application

Contact Info:
Shawn Bucholz
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, CEPD- Stop 0513
Washington, District of Columbia 20250-0513
Email: shawn.bucholz@wdc.usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-0084
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Annual rental payments in cash or generic
commodity certificates will be made for 10-15 years. If cost-share assistance to establish the
appropriate cover was requested, a payment will be made after the practice is successfully
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established according to applicable guidelines. FSA may provide certain incentives for restoring
wetlands or other lands. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: lump sum.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: No Data Available.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Eligible owners or operators may place highly erodible or other
environmentally sensitive land into a 10-15 year contract. The participant, in return for annual
payments, agrees to implement a conservation plan approved by the local conservation district
for converting highly erodible cropland or other environmentally sensitive land to a long-term
resource conserving cover i.e., eligible land must be planted with a vegetative cover, such as,
perennial grasses, legumes, fobs, shrubs, or trees. The participant agrees to reduce the aggregate
total of allotments and quotas by an amount based on the ratio of the total cropland acreage on
each farm, to the total acreage on each farm subject to the CRP contract. Financial and technical
assistance are available to participants to assist in the establishment of a long-term resource
conserving cover.
Subject Keywords: conservation, resource management, erosion, water quality, wildlife habitat
Categories: Direct payments for specified use
Website Address: http://www.fsa.usda.gov

Program Name: Emergency Conservation Program
Agency: Farm Service Agency
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission
To enable farmers to perform emergency conservation measures to control wind erosion on
farmlands, to rehabilitate farmlands damaged by wind erosion, floods, hurricanes, or other
natural disasters and to carry out emergency water conservation or water enhancing measures
during periods of severe drought. CFDA Number: 10.054
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
Any agricultural producer who as owner, landlord, tenant, or sharecropper on a farm or ranch,
including associated groups, and bears a part of the cost of an approved conservation practice in
a disaster area, is eligible to apply for cost-share conservation assistance. This program is also
available in Guam, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the
Virgin Islands.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Any agricultural producer who as owner, landlord, tenant, or sharecropper on a farm or ranch,
including associated groups, and bears a part of the cost of an approved conservation practice in
a disaster area, is eligible to apply for cost-share conservation assistance. This program is also
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available in Guam, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the
Virgin Islands.
Match Required: No match
Application and Award Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is not applicable. Environmental impact information is not
required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. This program is
excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110. Eligible persons may submit an
application on Form AD-245, for cost-sharing, at the county FSA office for the county in which
the affected land is located. .
Award Procedure:
The county FSA committee reviews, prioritizes, and may approve applications in whole or in
part. Approvals cannot exceed the county allocation of Federal funds for that purpose.
Deadlines: N/A
Contact Info:
Katina Hanson
1400 Independence Avenue, SW Room 4710
Washington, District of Columbia 20250
Email: Katina.Hanson@wdc.usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-0062
Fax: 202-720-4619
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Practice cost-share approvals are given on a fiscal
year basis. The approvals specify the time that the practice must be carried out. Payment is by
check or electronic funds transfer following completion of the measure. Method of
awarding/releasing assistance: lump sum.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: No Data Available.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Following a natural disaster, the county FSA committee
determines, with concurrence from the State FSA committee, to make the program available in
the county. Emergency cost- sharing is limited to new conservation problems created by natural
disasters which, if not treated will impair or endanger the land, materially affect the productive
capacity of the land, represent damage that is unusual in character and, except for wind erosion,
is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area and will be so costly to rehabilitate
that Federal assistance is or will be required to return the land to productive agricultural use.
Eligible drought situations for water enhancing measures must be determined by the Deputy
Administrator for Farm Programs, FSA.
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Subject Keywords: emergency assistance, conservation, land rehabilitation, natural disaster,
water conservation
Categories: Direct payments for specified use
Website Address: http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

Program Name: Emerging Markets Program (EMP)
Agency: Foreign Agricultural Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The primary objective of the Emerging Markets Program is to promote,
enhance or expand the exports of U.S. agricultural commodities to overseas emerging markets
through cost-share assistance to eligible organizations that implement an Emerging Markets
Program. The program supports the activities of U.S. agricultural and agribusiness firms-particularly those that may need assistance in obtaining or maintaining access in overseas
markets. The program is aimed at improving market access opportunities for agricultural
products or processes in low- to middle-income countries that are likely to emerge as promising
export markets in the near to medium term.
CFDA Number: 10.603
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
Applicants must be a: (1) U. S. agricultural or agribusiness organization -- nonprofit, trade
association, university, consultant group (under certain conditions), (2) State Department of
Agriculture, or (3) USDA agency (or other Federal agency involved in agricultural issues).
Beneficiary Eligibility:
1. A U.S. agricultural or agribusiness organization -- nonprofit, trade association, university,
consultant group (under certain conditions); 2. A State Department of Agriculture; or 3. A
USDA agency (or other Federal agency involved in agricultural issues).
Match Required: All applications must include an element of cost share. This is the amount of
funding U.S. private organizations are willing to commit from their own resources along with
those of the Program to seek export business in an emerging market.
Application and Award Process
Pre-application Coordination:
None. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372 and OMB Circular No. A102.
Application Procedures:
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Each year solicitation of proposals is announced in the Federal Register. At that time written
project proposals should be submitted to the Director, Marketing Operations Staff, Foreign
Agricultural Service (FAS).
Award Procedure:
FAS will notify each applicant in writing of the final disposition of its application. For approvals,
letters will contain the notice of approval and any qualifications or adjustments made to the
original proposal. For rejections, letters will contain details explaining the reasons why the
proposals were not approved for funding. FAS will send an Agreement to each approved
applicant. The Agreement will specify the terms and conditions applicable to the project,
including the levels of program funding and cost-share contribution. An applicant who accepts
the terms and conditions contained in the Agreement should so indicate by having the
appropriate authorizing officer sign the Agreement and submit it to the Director, Marketing
Operations Staff, FAS, USDA. The Agreement will become effective when the Deputy
Administrator signs the Agreement on behalf of CCC.
Deadlines: Application deadline is announced in the Federal Register.
Contact Info:
Director, Marketing Operations Staff
Foreign Agricultural Service
Department of Agriculture
Washington, DC 20250
Telephone 202-720-4327
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Agreements generally include a beginning and end
date. Projects are normally funded for one year although some multi-year projects may be
funded by the Program, usually on a year-to-year basis.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: Projects are funded on a project by project
basis and generally range from $5,000 to $500,000.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Emerging Markets Program funds are authorized through project
agreements that serve as binding instruments and create a legal obligation on the part of the
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) to make appropriated funds available to the participant.
The agreement creates a cooperative relationship between CCC and the implementor with each
side contributing resources to support achievement of mutual goals. Program funds help finance
activities such as feasibility studies, market research, sectorial assessments, orientation visits,
specialized training, and business workshops. The Program is not intended for projects targeted
at end-user consumers. Ineligible activities include in-store promotions, restaurant promotions,
branded product promotions, administrative and operational expenses for trade shows and
advertising, except in connection with specific technical assistance activities such as training
seminars.
Subject Keywords: international trade, exporting, marketing, business development, overseas
markets
Categories: Direct payments for specified use
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Website Address: http://www.fas.usda.gov/mos/em-markets/em-markets.html.

Program Name: Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
Agency: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: Promotes agricultural production, forest management, and environmental
quality as compatible national goals and optimizes environmental benefits on eligible land with
farmers, ranchers, and non-industrial private forest land owners. It is a voluntary program using
partnerships with local, State, Tribal and Federal agencies, producer associations, and nonprofit
organizations to provide flexible technical and financial assistance to install and maintain
conservation practices include those related to organic production, that sustain food and fiber
production. The purpose of this program is achieved through the implementation of structural,
vegetative, and land management practices on eligible land. This program is funded through the
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC). NRCS provides overall program administration and
management.
CFDA Number: 10.912
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
Agricultural producers who face serious threats to soil, water, and related natural resources, or
who need assistance with complying with Federal and State environment laws. A participant may
be an owner, landlord, operator, or tenant of eligible agricultural lands or non-industrial
forestlands. Limited resource producers, small-scale producers, social disadvantaged inidividuals,
Federally-recognized Indian tribal governments, Alaska natives, and Pacific Islanders are
encouraged to apply.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
To be eligible the agricultural producers must be in compliance with highly erodible land and
wetland conservation provisions and in compliance with the Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)
payment limitations.
Credentials/Documentation: Evidence that applicant has control over land to be entered
into contract and submits an acceptable conservation plan for the farm or ranch unit of concern
that incorporates needed natural resource conservation practices and provide either a social
security number or individual tax identification number of all proposed beneficiaries. Applicants
claiming either limited resource producer or beginning farmer classification may be asked to
provide documents to justify their claim. This program is excluded from coverage under OMB
Circular No. A-87.
Match Required: Matching Requirements: Percent: 75%. Conservation practices may be
eligible for conservation payments up to 75% of the total cost of establishing the practice
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including costs of foregone income. Limited resource producers, social disadvantaged producers
and beginning farmers and ranchers may be eligible for payments up to 90 percent of the
approved practice cost. This program has MOE requirements, see funding agency for further
details. None.
Application and Award Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is not applicable. Environmental impact information is not
required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. This program is
excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110. Program participation is voluntary.
The applicant applies at the local USDA Service Center on Form NRCS-CPA-1200.
Applications may be filed at any time during the year. The participant develops an EQIP plan of
operations that identifies what conservation practices they are proposing to implement.
Technical assistance, and conservation payments may be provided to apply needed conservation
practices and land use adjustments within a time schedule specified by the conservation EQIP
plan of operations. A contract with a participant may apply one or more land management
practices or one or more structural practices.
Award Procedure:
NRCS will give special consideration to applicants that address priority natural resource
concerns designated. Applications will be periodically ranked and selected for funding based on
locally developed ranking process.
Deadlines: None
Contact Information:
Tim Beard, Financial Assistance Programs Division
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Department of Agriculture
PO Box 2890
Washington, District of Columbia 20113
Email: TimBeard@wdc.usda.gov
Phone: 202-690-2621
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: A 2008 Farm Bill EQIP contract expires 1 year
after the last planned practice is implemented but cannot be longer than 10 years. Obligations
for assistance are tied to the schedule for applying conservation practices included in the EQIP
plan of operations conservation plan used as the basis for the contract. Payments are made when
the participant and NRCS certify that conservation practice is completed in accordance with
NRCS standards and specifications. Technical assistance may be provided by a certified
Technical Service Provider (TSP). The participant may not engage a TSP prior to contract
approval. This assistance will be reimbursed based upon not-to-exceed rates. These payments
will be made after the services of the certified TSP have been provided in accordance with
NRCS standards and specifications. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: lump sum.
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Range and Average of Financial Assistance: Conservation payments are limited to a
maximum payment limitation of $300,000 for the life of the 2008 Farm Bill. Average contract
payments are estimated to be $19,600.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Technical assistance is provided for conservation planning, design
and implementation of conservation practices for eligible participants. Financial assistance is
provided for implementation of structural, and land management practices. Cost-share payments
may be made to implement one or more eligible structural or vegetative practices. Incentive
payments can be made to implement one or more land management practices. Sixty percent of
the funding available for technical assistance, cost-share payments, incentive payments, shall be
targeted at practices relating to livestock production.
Subject Keywords: soil, water, environmental compliance, environmental enhancement,
resource management, conservation planning
Categories: Direct payments for specified use.
Website Address:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip.

Program Name: Farmlands Protection Program
Agency: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To provide funding to eligible entities to purchase conservation easements
to limit conversion to non-agricultural uses of farm and ranch lands that contain prime, unique,
or important soils; that contain historical and archaeological resources; or that support the policy
of a state or local farmland protection program.
CFDA Number: 10.913
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
An eligible entities is any local or State agency, county or groups of counties, municipality, town
or township, soil and water conservation district, or Indian tribe or tribal organization, that has a
farmland protection program that purchases conservation easements for the purpose of
protecting agricultural use and related conservation values by limiting conversion to nonagricultural uses of land, and that has pending offers may apply for funds. This program is
available in all 50 States, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoas, the Mariana
Islands, and the Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands. Individual landowners must apply
through the local agency or organization that handles farmland protection program. This
program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
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Landowners must be in compliance with the Wetland Compliance (WC) and Highly Erodible
Land (HEL) provisions of the Farm Bill and met the Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limitations
in the Farm Bill.
Match Required: 25% match required. Each eligible entity is required to contribute cash
towards the conservation easement acquisition. The eligible entity must contribute a minimum
of 25 percent of the purchase price of the easement (appraised fair market value minus the
landowner donation). Each eligible entity is required to fund its own administrative costs in
acquiring easements, such as appraisals, surveys, title searches, and costs incurred in managing
and enforcing the easements.
MOE requirements are not applicable to this program.
Application and Award Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Entities must submit an application form and supporting data for each parcel to the appropriate
State Office of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Environmental impact
information is not required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under
E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Applications are accepted on a continuous basis by the State Offices of the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). The application form and supporting information
required for the application are available from the State Offices of the (NRCS) and USDA
NRCS home page.
Award Procedure:
NRCS State Offices will rank parcels individually and award funding to the highest-ranked
parcels. NRCS State Offices will obligate funds to the eligible entities associated with the
highest-ranked parcels.
Deadlines: Contact the headquarters or regional office, as appropriate, for application
deadlines.
Contact Info:
Robert Glennon, Easement Programs Division
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 2890
Washington, District of Columbia 20013
Email: Robert.Glennon@wdc.usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-9476
Fax: 202-720-9689
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Easements must be closed within 18 months of
the end of the fiscal year in which the cooperative agreement is signed. Federal funds must be
disbursed within 2 to 5 years after signing the cooperative agreement. Technical assistance to
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maintain the conservation plan, however, is provided by NRCS through the life of the easement.
Method of awarding/releasing assistance: lump sum.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: $2,700 to $1,000,000 per landowner, average:
$97,000.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Funds are provided to purchase conservation easements in
partnership with States, Tribes, or local government entities, or eligible nongovernmental
organizations (eligible entities). The Federal share for any easement acquisition is limited to a
maximum of 50 of the appraised fair market value of the conservation easement. A conservation
plan is required for highly erodible lands enrolled under an FRPP easement. Conservation
easements are perpetual easements. A right of enforcement is incorporated in the conservation
easement deed for the protection of the Federal investment. A failure of title would require the
eligible entity to reimburse the United States for the Federal share of the easement value.
Categories: Direct payments for specified use.
Website Address:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov

Program Name: Food and Agricultural Sciences National Needs Graduate Fellowship
Grants
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The purpose of the NNF Grants Program is to train students for Master‟s
and/or doctoral degrees and provide additional postdoctoral training for Fellows who have
completed their doctoral degrees at colleges and universities that have demonstrable teaching
and research competencies in the food and agricultural sciences. Fellowships and IRTA awards
are specifically intended to support traineeship programs that encourage outstanding students to
pursue and complete their degrees or obtain postdoctoral training in areas where there is a
national need for the development of scientific and professional expertise in the food and
agricultural sciences. Fellowships and IRTA awards invest in graduate training and relevant
international experiential learning for a cadre of diverse individuals who demonstrate their
potential to successfully complete graduate degree programs in disciplines relevant to the
mission of the USDA.
CFDA Number: 10.210
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
Proposals may be submitted by all U.S. colleges and universities that confer a master's or
doctoral degree in at least one area of the food and agricultural sciences targeted for national
needs fellowships. As defined in Section 1404 of the National Agricultural Research, Extension,
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and Teaching Policy Act of 1977, as amended (7 U.S.C. 3103), the terms "college" and
"university" mean "an educational institution in any State which: (a) Admits as regular students
only persons having a certificate of graduation from a school providing secondary education, or
the recognized equivalent of such a certificate; (b) is legally authorized within such State to
provide a program of education beyond secondary education; (c) provides an educational
program for which a bachelor's degree or any other higher degree is awarded; (d) is a public or
other nonprofit institution; and (e) is accredited by a nationally recognized accrediting agency or
association." Eligibility also applies to research foundations maintained by eligible colleges or
universities.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Funds awarded in this program are used to support the training of graduate students to obtain
either a master's or doctoral degree in one of the targeted specializations of the food and
agricultural sciences.
Match Required: No match
Application and Award Process
Pre-application Coordination:
All RFAs are published on the Agency‟s website and Grants.gov. Applicants must complete the
Grants.gov registration process. Please see the following Grants.gov link for more information:
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp.
An Environmental Impact statement (EIS) (actual or potential) is not required for this program.
However the NIFA Application (R&R Other Project Information Part 4.4) requires a statement
to that effect. Environmental impact information is not required for this program. This program
is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Applications should be submitted as outlined in the RFA. Applications must follow
the instructions provided per Grants.Gov and in the Agency guide to submitting applications via
Grants.gov.
Award Procedure:
Applications are subjected to a system of peer and merit review in accordance with section 103
of the Agricultural Research, Extension and Education Reform Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 1613) by a
panel of qualified scientists and other appropriate persons who are specialists in the field
covered by the proposal. Within the limit of funds available for such purpose, the NIFA
Authorized Departmental Officer (ADO) shall make grants to those responsible, eligible
applicants whose applications are judged most meritorious under the procedures set forth in the
RFA.
Deadlines: Dates for specific deadlines are announced in the RFA each fiscal year. Information
is also available via our website and may be obtained via the Grants.gov website. Respective
links are:
http://www.nifa.usda.gov
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http://www.grants.gov
Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA, National Program Leader
Science and Education Resources Development
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, STOP 2251
Washington, District of Columbia 20024
Phone: 202-401-2855 or 202-720-1973
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Grants cover a five (5) year period, however,
fellows are supported for three (3) years for a doctoral degree or two (2) years for a masters
during that five (5) year period. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance:
If minimum or maximum amounts of funding per competitive project grant or cooperative
agreement are established, these will be announced in the annual program announcement or
Request for Application (RFA).
Uses and Use Restrictions: Competitive annual grants providing for a limited number of
graduate stipends are awarded to selected U.S. institutions of higher education so as to distribute
support for graduate study to promising food and agricultural scientists and professionals.
Individuals selected initially by the institution must enroll in a program leading to a graduate,
master's or doctoral degree in one of the targeted national needs areas of the food and
agricultural sciences. Such persons may not have been enrolled previously in the program at the
same degree level. Current fellows are eligible to receive supplemental grants of $3,000 to cover
travel and living expenses for special international study or thesis/dissertation research
experiences. Funding for the supplemental grants will be awarded on a competitive basis using
no-year funds drawn from expired fellowship grants with unspent funds remaining as set forth
in the annual program guidelines. No indirect cost allowed, an institutional allowance is utilized
in lieu of indirect cost. NNF stipend funds for fellowship must be used to: (1) support the same
Fellow at the Master‟s degree level who maintains satisfactory progress and is eligible to receive
grant support for a maximum of twenty-four (24) months during a thirty-month period, and/or
(2) support the same Fellow at the doctoral degree level who maintains satisfactory progress and
is eligible to receive grant support for a maximum of thirty-six (36) months within a forty-twomonth period. Institutions must use a minimum stipend of $18,500 per year for Master‟s Fellows
and $24,500 per year for Doctoral Fellows.
Subject Keywords: research, education, graduate students, fellowship, food science, agricultural
science
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.nifa.usda.gov

Program Name: Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations
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Agency: Food and Nutrition Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) is a
nutrition assistance program that may be operated, at the request of a Tribe or Indian Tribal
Organization (ITO) on an Indian reservation, approved areas near a reservation, or approved
service areas in Oklahoma. Eligible low-income households receive a supplemental monthly
food package and nutrition education. Households may not participate in FDPIR and the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) at the same time.
CFDA Number: 10.567
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
The administration of FDPIR is limited to ITOs or to SDAs that assume administration on
behalf of/at the request of a tribe(s).
Beneficiary Eligibility:
FDPIR eligiblity is limited to low-income households residing on participating reservations or
low-income Indian Tribal Households (see definition at 7 CFR 253.2) residing in approved areas
near a reservation or in approved service areas in Oklahoma. The ITOs/SDAs are responsible
for certifiying households based on national eligiblity criteria. The income standards vary by
household size and are based on 100% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines adjusted by the
applicable SNAP standard deduction.
Match Required: 25%. The 25% match requirement may be waived, if compelling justification
is provided by the ITO/SDA. MOE requirements are not applicable to this program. Statutory
Formula: Title 7, Part 253.11.
Application Procedures: OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. This program is
excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110. ITOs and SDAs that want to
administer FDPIR must submit Form SF-424 (Application for Federal Assistance) to the
appropriate FNS regional office, as well as a Plan of Operation. The standard application forms
as furnished by the Federal agency and required by OMB Circular No. A-102, as implemented
by 7 CFR Part 3016, must be used for this program.
Award Procedure: Administrative funding is provided annually by FNS to ITOs and SDAs for
use in administering the program. Program benefits for eligible households are provided in the
form of a monthly food package, selected by the household in accordance with federal guide
rates that are based on household size. ITOs and SDAs order from a list of about 115 available
foods and the foods are delivered to the ITOs/SDAs on a predetermined schedule set by the
ITO/SDA.
Deadlines: FNS must determine within 30 days of the receipt of a completed application if an
ITO/State agency is capable of administering the program. ITOs and SDAs must make foods
available to eligible households within 7 days of receipt of the completed application form (1 day
for households with no income).
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Contact Info:
Cathie McCullough
USDA Food and Nutrition Service
Food Distribution Division
Room 500, Park Office Center
3101 Park Center Drive
Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Email: cathie.mccullough@fns.usda.gov
Phone: 703-305-2680
Fax: 703-305-2964
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Administrative funding for ITOs/State agencies
expires at the end of each fiscal year. Food donations for household distribution are continuous.
Method of awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: In FY 2009, the monthly per person food
package was approximately $78.44. Federal administrative funding to the ITOs and State
agencies varies based on number of persons served in each program and the unique operational
needs of each program.
Uses and Use Restrictions: USDA provides donated foods to authorized ITOs and State
Distributing Agencies (SDA) for distribution, free of charge, to qualifying households. FNS
makes available to the ITOs and SDAs a minimum of 75% of the administrative funds necessary
to operate the program. The ITOs and SDAs must follow national polices in certifying eligible
households and issuing USDA donated foods, and must comply with program and financial
reporting requirements. The USDA foods may not be sold, exchanged, or otherwise disposed of
(authorized distribution excepted) without prior, specific approval of USDA. The Federal funds
provided must be used to meet expenses incurred in operating FDPIR. These funds may not be
used to purchase real property (land or buildings).
Subject Keywords: food distribution, food assistance, nutrition, commodities
Categories: Project grants, sale, exchange, or donation of property and goods.
Website Address: http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/programs/fdpir/default.htm

Program Name: Foreign Market Development Cooperator Program
Agency: Foreign Agricultural Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To create, maintain and expand long-term export markets for U.S.
agricultural products through cost-share assistance and the opportunity to work closely with
FAS and its overseas offices.
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CFDA Number: 10.600
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
The Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) enters into agreements with those nonprofit U.S.
trade organizations that have the broadest possible producer representation of the commodity
being promoted. To be approved, an applicant's proposal must indicate how it can effectively
contribute to the creation, expansion, or maintenance of markets abroad. FAS considers a
number of factors when reviewing proposed projects. These factors include: (1) The applicant's
willingness to contribute resources including cash and goods and services of the U.S. industry
and foreign third party; (2) the ability of the organization to provide an experienced U.S.-based
staff and with technical and international trade expertise to ensure adequate development,
supervision and execution of the proposed project; (3) the degree to which the proposed project
is likely to contribute to the development, expansion, or maintenance of foreign markets; and (4)
the degree to which the strategic plan is coordinated with other private or U.S. governmentfunded market development projects.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Preference is given to nonprofit U.S. trade organizations which are nationwide in membership
and scope. U.S. applicants must prove the ability to provide a competent experienced staff and
other resources to assure adequate development, supervision, and execution of promotional
activities. Applicants must submit a written export strategy which provides a brief discussion of
the commodity for which an agreement is being requested and a description of proposed
activities including the foreign countries in which they will be conducted. Applicants must also
submit their Internal Revenue Service tax exempt identification number, a Dun and Bradstreet
Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number, a description of the membership of the
applicant organization, a description of the organizations management and administrative
capability, the degree to which membership represents national production, an estimate of the
level of Government funds required, and the extent to which industry resources are available to
match Government expenditures. This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular
No. A-87.
Match Required: A cooperator's contribution requirement will be specified in the export
strategy approval letter. Cooperators must contribute at least 50 percent of the value of
resources provided by CCC for activities conducted under the project agreement. Such
contribution may be in the form of cash, goods or services.
Application Procedures: Each year the availability of funds is announced in a Federal Register
notice. At this time a written export strategy should be submitted to the Director, Marketing
Operations Staff, FAS. This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A110.
Award Procedure: Applications are reviewed against the allocation criteria and factors set forth
in 7 CFR part 1484 and the Federal Register program announcement. CCC notifies each
applicant of the final disposition of its application and also issues a public announcement
concerning the allocation of resources among the applicant organizations. Each approved
applicant receives a program agreement and an allocation/marketing plan approval letter which
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specifies any special terms and conditions applicable to a cooperator's program. Final agreement
occurs when both the participating organization and the Administrator of FAS in the
Administrator's capacity as Vice President, CCC, sign the program agreement.
Deadlines: Application deadline is announced in the form of a Federal Register notice.
Contact Info:
Deputy Administrator
Commodity and Marketing Programs
Foreign Agricultural Service
Department of Agriculture
Washington, DC 20250.
Telephone: 202-720-4761
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Agreements generally include a twelve-month
promotional effort and a provision for program evaluation by an independent third party. Funds
awarded in any given fiscal year are typically available for two additional years.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: $11,000 to $7,000,000, average: $1,243,000.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Cooperator funds are authorized through program agreements
with nonprofit U.S. trade associations, called Cooperators, who provide for partial
reimbursement of generic promotional activities in a Unified Export Strategy application
approved by the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS), the agency which administers the program
for the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC). In general, Cooperator funds may be used only
in direct support of activities conducted outside the United States. Types of activities that may
be funded include trade servicing, market research, and technical assistance to actual or potential
foreign purchasers of U.S. commodities.
Subject Keywords: international trade, exporting, marketing, business development
Categories: Direct payments for specified use
Website Address: http://www.fas.usda.gov/mos/programs/fmdprogram.asp

Program Name: Grassland Reserve Program
Agency: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To assist landowners and operators in restoring and protecting eligible
grazing lands, including rangeland, pastureland and certain other lands through rental contracts
and easements
CFDA Number: 10.920
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Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
GRP is available on privately owned lands. Eligible land includes grassland, land that contains
forbs, or shrubs (including rangeland and pasture land; or land that is located in an area that has
historically been dominated by grassland, forbs, and shrubs; and has potential to provide habitat
for animal or plant populations of significant ecological value. Incidental lands, in conjunction
with eligible land, may also be considered for enrollment to allow for the efficient administration
of an easement or rental contract.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Only landowners may submit applications for easements; landowners and others who have
general control of the acreage may submit applications for rental contracts. Easements may also
be acquired by eligible entities based on a 50 percent cost-share with the Federal government.
Eligible entities are defined as units of State, local or Tribal government or nongovernmental
organizations that have a charter describing a commitment to conserving ranchland, agricultural
land, or grassland for grazing and conservation purposes.
Matching Required: 50%. For GRP acquisitions made through a Cooperative Agreement,
each eligible entity is required to provide, in cash, at least 50 percent of the purchase price of the
conservation easement. Purchase price is defined as the appraised fair market value minus any
landowner donation. The landowner donation is not a cash donation, but is merely the reduction
in value the landowner will accept as payment for the sale of the conservation easement. Each
eligible entity is required to fund its own administrative costs in acquiring easements, such as
surveys, appraisals, deed preparation, title searches, and costs incurred in restoring, managing
and enforcing the easements. MOE requirements are not applicable to this program.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Any owner or operator or tenant meeting eligibility criteria may submit an application for
participation. Applications are accepted in local USDA service centers at any time. USDA will
establish criteria to evaluate and rank applications for easement and rental contract enrollment.
Ranking criteria will emphasize support for high quality grasslands and shrublands; grazing
operations; plant and animal biodiversity; and grasslands under threat of conversion to cropping
or development. Individual project selection will be made by State level USDA officials.
Environmental impact information is not required for this program. This program is excluded
from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. This program is
excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110. Applications are accepted in local
USDA service centers at any time. Applicants are required to provide general information about
the location of the project, contact information for the applicant, and designate the type of
enrollment desired by the applicant (i.e. permanent easement or maximum allowed by State law,
10-year, 15-year, or 20-year rental contract). Applications can be obtained through local USDA
service centers or the website of the Natural Resources Conservation Service Office. See
www.nrcs.usda.gov. Select Programs from the menu, then select Grassland Reserve Program.
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Award Procedure: NRCS State Offices rank the individual parcels in the applications based on
ranking criteria established by the State Technical Committee. The ranking factors are developed
based on national and state priorities.
Deadlines: N/A
Contact Info:
Ed Burton, Natural Resources Conservation Service
Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 2890
Washington, District of Columbia 20013
Email: Liz.Crane@wdc.usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-0242.
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Easement duration is either perpetual, or the
maximum duration permitted by State law. Financial assistance for easement acquisition is
provided at closing. For rental contracts, payments are made annually on the agreement
anniversary date of USDA approval. For both easements and rental contracts, if restoration
activities are required, financial assistance for such activities is provided when required practices
are established. Technical assistance is available for the length of the easement or rental contract.
Method of awarding/releasing assistance: lump sum.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: The 5 year average estimated cost per acre for
easement acquisition was approximately $400, ranging from $65 per acre to over $30,000 per
acre. The average estimated cost per acre for rental contracts was $134 per acre over the life of
the rental contract. Program Accomplishments: Over 250 GRP easements were acquired on
over 117,000 acres.
Uses and Use Restrictions: GRP easements and rental contracts are emphasize support for
working grazing lands. All participants are subject to the Adjusted Gross Income Provision set
forth in 7 CFR Part 1400. This limitation provides that individuals and entities that have an
average adjusted gross income exceeding $1 million for the three tax years immediately
preceding the year the contract is approved are not eligible to receive program benefits, unless
66.6 percent of the adjusted gross income is derived from farming, ranching, or forestry
operations. Easements and rental contracts will (1) permit grazing on the land in a manner that is
consistent with maintaining the viability of the native and natural grass, shrub, forest, and
wildlife species adapted to the locality; (2) permit haying, mowing, or harvesting for seed
production, except during the nesting and brood-rearing seasons for birds in the area that are in
significant decline; (3) allow for fire rehabilitation and construction of firebreaks, fences,
watering facilities and practices that protect and restore the grasslands functions and values; and
(4) prohibit the production of row crops, fruit trees, vineyards, or any other agricultural
commodities. Both easements and rental contracts will require that the land is managed to
maintain the viability of the plant community as described in the conservation or grazing
management plan.
Subject Keywords: grassland protection, rangeland protection, pastureland protection,
biodiversity, conservation easement
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Categories: Conservation easement
Website Address: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov

Program Name: Higher Education Challenge Grants
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To increase institutional capacities to respond to State, regional, national, or
international educational needs by strengthening college and university teaching programs in the
food and agricultural sciences.
CFDA Number: 10.217
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
All U.S. public and private nonprofit colleges and universities offering a baccalaureate or first
professional degree in at least one discipline or area of the food and agricultural sciences.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
All U.S. colleges and universities having a demonstrable capacity to teach the food and
agricultural sciences.
Match Required: 50%. A grant recipient is required to match the USDA funds awarded on a
dollar-for-dollar basis from non-Federal sources. Matching funds are not required to come in
any particular amount from any one source. However, all matching funds pledged in this
application must be accompanied by documentation. MOE requirements are not applicable to
this program.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
All RFAs are published on the Agency‟s website and Grants.gov. Applicants must complete the
Grants.gov registration process. Please see the following Grants.gov link for more information:
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp. An environmental impact statement is
required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Formal proposals should be submitted to the Proposal Services Unit, NIFA, as
outlined in the solicitation of applications. Application procedures are contained in the program
regulations and required forms are contained in the Grant Application Kit. This program is
subject to the regulatory provisions of USDA, 7 CFR Part 3015, et seq., and all successor
regulations.
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Award Procedure: Applications should be submitted as outlined in the RFA. Applications
must follow the instructions provided per Grants.Gov and in the Agency guide to submitting
applications via Grants.gov.
Deadlines: Contact the headquarters or regional office, as appropriate, for application
deadlines.
Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA, Science and Education Resources Development
1400 Independence Avenue, SW., STOP 2251
Washington, District of Columbia 20024
Phone: 202-401-2855 or 720-1973
Fax: 202-720-2030
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Grants are awarded for a one (1) to three (3) year
period and may receive no-cost extensions as appropriate up to a maximum of five (5) years.
Method of awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: If minimum or maximum amounts of funding
per competitive project grant or cooperative agreement are established, these will be announced
in the annual program announcement or Request for Application (RFA).
Uses and Use Restrictions: Funds may be used only in targeted areas, e.g., curricula design
and materials development, faculty preparation and enhancement for teaching, instruction
delivery systems, scientific instrumentation for teaching, student experiential learning, and
student recruitment and retention, as cited in the annual program announcement in the Federal
Register. Funds may not be used for student tuition remission, room and board, fees or other
financial assistance (scholarships, fellowships, etc.). Also, funds may not be used for the
renovation or refurbishment of research, education, or extension space; the purchase or
installation of fixed equipment in such space; or to plan, repair, rehabilitate, acquire, or construct
buildings or facilities (i.e., greenhouses, laboratories, or other structures). Promotional items
(e.g., T-shirts and other give-a-ways) and food functions (e.g., cookouts or other social meal
gatherings) are considered „entertainment‟ expenses, and are also not allowed under this grants
program.
Federal Cost Principles governing this grant program state that items not eligible for
Section 7132 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008, amended the National
Agriculture Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3310(a)), limiting
indirect costs to 22 percent of the total Federal funds provided under each award. Therefore,
when preparing budgets, applicants should limit their requests for recovery of indirect costs to
the lesser of their institution‟s official negotiated indirect cost rate or the equivalent of 22
percent of total Federal funds awarded.
Subject Keywords: food science, agriculture science, education
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.nifa.usda.gov
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Program Name: Higher Education Multicultural Scholars Program (Minority Scholars
Program)
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To increase the ethnic and cultural diversity of the food and agricultural
scientific and professional work force, and to advance the educational achievement of minority
Americans, by providing grants to colleges and universities that have a demonstrable capacity to
attract, educate, and graduate minority students for careers such as agriscience and agribusiness
professionals, and have unique capabilities for achieving the objective of full representation of
minority groups in the fields of agriculture, natural resources, forestry, veterinary medicine,
home economics, and disciplines closely allied to the food and agricultural system.
CFDA Number: 10.220
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
Proposals may be submitted by all U.S. colleges and universities with baccalaureate or higher
degree programs in agriculture, natural resources, forestry, veterinary medicine, home
economics, and disciplines closely allied to the food and agricultural system, including land-grant
colleges and universities, colleges and universities having significant minority enrollments and a
demonstrable capacity to carry out the teaching of food and agricultural sciences, and other
colleges and universities having a demonstrable capacity to carry out the teaching of food and
agricultural sciences.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Funds awarded under this program are used to support full-time undergraduate students pursing
a baccalaureate degree in an area of the food and agricultural sciences or a closely allied field.
Persons eligible to receive scholarships under this program are students who either are enrolled
or have been accepted as full-time baccalaureate or DVM degree candidates, and who are
members of groups traditionally under-represented in food and agricultural scientific and
professional fields.
Match Required: This program has no matching requirements. Funds are awarded
competitively. No formula grants are awarded under Subtitle K of the National Agricultural
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 [7 U.S.C. 3319e].
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
All RFAs are published on the Agency‟s website and Grants.gov. Applicants must complete the
Grants.gov registration process. Please see the following Grants.gov link for more information:
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp. An environmental impact statement is
required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
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Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Applications should be submitted as outlined in the RFA. Applications must follow
the instructions provided per Grants.Gov and in the Agency guide to submitting applications via
Grants.gov.
Award Procedure: Applications are subjected to a system of peer and merit review in
accordance with section 103 of the Agricultural Research, Extension and Education Reform Act
of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 1613) by a panel of qualified scientists and other appropriate persons who are
specialists in the field covered by the proposal. Within the limit of funds available for such
purpose, the NIFA Authorized Departmental Officer (ADO) shall make grants to those
responsible, eligible applicants whose applications are judged most meritorious under the
procedures set forth in the RFA.
Deadlines:
deadlines.

Contact the headquarters or regional office, as appropriate, for application

Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA
Science and Education Resources Development
Multicultural Scholars Program
1400 Independence Avenue, SW., STOP 2251
Washington, District of Columbia 20024
Phone: 202-401-2855 or 720-1973
Fax: 202-720-1973
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Grants are awarded for a five (5) year period,
however, scholars are supported for four (4) years during that five (5) year period. One (1) year
of the grant period is available for student recruitment and for short interruptions of a scholar's
educational advancement due to personal circumstances or emergencies. Method of
awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit.
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Grants are awarded for a five (5) year period,
however, scholars are supported for four (4) years during that five (5) year period. One (1) year
of the grant period is available for student recruitment and for short interruptions of a scholar's
educational advancement due to personal circumstances or emergencies. Method of
awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Competitive annual grants to selected U.S. institutions of higher
education provide for a limited number of four-year undergraduate scholarships to support
minority students pursuing baccalaureate degrees in the food and agricultural sciences.
Institutions also receive an annual cost-of-education allowance for each scholar supported by a
grant. The scholars are selected by the institutions and students must apply for the scholarships
through procedures established by the individual institutions. No scholarship grants are made
directly to students and students cannot apply directly to USDA for scholarships. Scholarship
monies may be used for tuition, fees, room, board, and other educational expenses as announced
in a Federal Register notice inviting applications for new awards. The institutional cost-ofPage 37

education allowance may be used by the selected institutions to defray program expenses
including, but not limited to, travel and publications costs incurred for student recruitment, and
salaries of project personnel. Pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 3152(b), no indirect costs may be recovered
under the MSP Program. Funds are restricted to the clearly designated uses found within this
RFA.
Subject Keywords: food education, agriculture education, careers
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.nifa.usda.gov

Program Name: Integrated Research, Education, and Extension Competitive Grants
Program - Integrated Pest Management
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The goal of the Regional Integrated Pest Management Centers (IPM
Centers) is to promote the development and implementation of IPM by facilitating collaboration
across states, disciplines, and purposes. IPM Centers will establish and maintain information
networks, build partnerships to address pest management challenges and opportunities, evaluate
the impact of IPM implementation, communicate positive outcomes to key stakeholders, and
manage funding resources effectively. Successful applicants to this program will demonstrate the
capacity and commitment necessary to advance the goals of the National Roadmap for
Integrated Pest Management (www.ipmcenters.org/IPMRoadMap.pdf), and evaluate the
progress of this advancement. The IPM Roadmap addresses pest management needs for
production agriculture, natural resources and recreational environments, and residential and
public areas.
Integrated Pest Management: Crops at Risk Program. The goal of the CAR program is to enhance the
development and implementation of innovative, ecologically based sustainable IPM system(s).
Preferably, this should involve a diversity of tactics and approaches for a single or specific food
or fiber commodity in commercial production for pre- and/or post-harvest system(s). The
program addresses either a major acreage or high value crop commodity such as key fruits and
vegetables. The primary emphasis is on crop productivity and profitability, while addressing
critical environmental quality and human health issues. The CAR program will fund integrated
multifunctional/multidisciplinary research, education, and extension projects for crops with high
priority IPM needs as identified by stakeholders.
Integrated Pest Management: Risk Avoidance and Mitigation Program. The goal of the Risk Avoidance
and Mitigation (RAMP) program is to enhance the development and implementation of
innovative, ecologically based sustainable IPM strategies and system(s) for (a) multi-crop food
and fiber production systems; (b) an area-wide or a landscape scale agroecosystem; or (c) a
documented pesticide impact on water, human or environmental health. RAMP applications
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may address major acreage agricultural production systems, high value crops such as key fruit
and vegetable systems, or other agroecosystems. The primary emphasis of the application should
be on productivity and profitability while addressing critical environmental quality and human
health issues. The intent of RAMP is to fund medium-term projects that emphasize systems
approaches.
Integrated Research, Education, and Extension Competitive Grants Program: Integrated Pest Management:
Methyl Bromide Transitions Program. The goal of the Methyl Bromide Transitions (MBT) program
is to support the discovery and implementation of practical pest management alternatives to
methyl bromide uses or minimize methyl bromide emissions for which the United States is
requesting critical use exemptions. The program is focused on integrated commercial or field
scale research that targets short- to medium-term solutions.
CFDA Number: 10.303
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
State agricultural experiment stations, State cooperative extension services, all colleges and
universities, other research and extension institutions and organizations, Federal agencies,
private organizations or corporations, and individuals to facilitate or expand promising
breakthroughs in areas of the food and agricultural sciences of importance to the United States.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
State agricultural experiment stations, State cooperative extension services, all colleges and
universities, other research and extension institutions and organizations, Federal agencies,
private organizations or corporations, and individuals to facilitate or expand promising
breakthroughs in areas of the food and agricultural sciences of importance to the United States.
Match Required: This program has no matching requirements.
GENERAL RULES: (a) Funds are awarded competitively. (b) No formula grants are awarded
under Subtitle K of the National Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of
1977 [7 U.S.C. 3319e].
Application Procedures: OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular
No. A-110 applies to this program. Applications should be submitted as outlined in the RFA.
Applications must follow the instructions provided per Grants.Gov and in the Agency guide to
submitting applications via Grants.gov.
Award Procedure: Applications are subjected to a system of peer and merit review in
accordance with section 103 of the Agricultural Research, Extension and Education Reform Act
of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 1613) by a panel of qualified scientists and other appropriate persons who are
specialists in the field covered by the proposal. Within the limit of funds available for such
purpose, the NIFA Authorized Departmental Officer (ADO) shall make grants to those
responsible, eligible applicants whose applications are judged most meritorious under the
procedures set forth in the RFA.
Deadlines: As announced in the Federal Register for each fiscal year.
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Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA, National Program Leader for Water Quality
Natural Resources and Environment (NRE)
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
STOP 2210
Washington, DC 20250-2220
Telephone: 202-205-5952
Fax: 202-401-1706
ADDITIONAL CONTACTS:
USDA, NIFA, National Program Leader
Food Science and Food Safety; Plant and Animal Systems Unit
1400 Independence Ave., SW
STOP 2220
Washington, DC 20250-2220
Telephone: 202-401-1954
Fax: 202-401-1602
USDA, NIFA, National Program Leader
Plant Systems Section, Plant and Animal Systems Unit
1400 Independence Ave., SW; STOP 2220
Washington, DC 20250-2220
Telephone: 202-401-4939 or 202-401-4891 or 202-401-1112 or 202-401-3356
Fax: 202-401-4888
Amounts: Awards range from $200,000 to $2,397,000.
Uses and Use Restrictions: This research, education, and extension competitive grants
program provides funding for integrated, multi-functional agricultural research, extension, and
education activities which addresses priorities in United States agriculture.
THE FOLLOWING USES AND RESTRICTIONS ARE APPLICABLE TO:
(1) Critical Issues (FDC 37610) and
(2) Regional Rural Development Centers (FDC 51150) (Section 2(c)(1)(B) of Public Law 89-106,
as amended): Grant funds must be used for allowable costs necessary to conduct approved
integrated research, extension and education objectives to address food and agricultural sciences,
in the broadest sense.
NIFA has determined that grant funds awarded under this authority may not be used for the
renovation or refurbishment of research, education, or extension space; the purchase or
installation of fixed equipment in such space; or the planning, repair, rehabilitation, acquisition,
or construction of buildings or facilities.
Funds may not be used for any purposes other than those approved in the grant award
documents. Tuition remission is not allowable. Indirect costs are not allowable.
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The following uses and restrictions are applicable to the following programs which are
authorized under Section 406 of the Agricultural Research, Extension, and Education Reform
Act of 1998 (AREERA) (7 U.S.C. 7626):
(1) Water Quality (FDC 51130)
(2) Food Safety (FDC 51110)
(3) Regional Pest Management Centers (FDC 51120)
(4) Crops at Risk (FDC 51100)
(5) Risk Mitigation Program (FDC 51101)
(6) Methyl Bromide Transition Program (FDC 51102) and
(7) Organic Transition - Risk Assessment (FDC 51106)
Grant funds must be used for allowable costs necessary to conduct approved integrated
research, extension and education objectives to address food and agricultural sciences.
NIFA has determined that grant funds awarded under this authority may not be used for the
renovation or refurbishment of research, education, or extension space; the purchase or
installation of fixed equipment in such space; or the planning, repair, rehabilitation, acquisition,
or construction of buildings or facilities.
Subject Keywords: integrated pest management, IPM, research, education
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.nifa.usda.gov

Program Name: Integrated Research, Education, and Extension Competitive Grants
Program - National Integrated Food Safety Initiative
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The purpose of the National Integrated Food Safety Initiative is to support
food safety projects that demonstrate an integrated approach to solving problems in applied
food safety research, education, or extension. Various models for integration of applied research,
education, and extension will be considered for funding. Applications describing multi-state,
multi-institutional, multidisciplinary, and multifunctional activities (and combinations thereof)
are encouraged. Applicants are strongly encouraged to address at least two of the three
functional areas of research, education, and extension (i.e., research and extension, research and
education, or extension and education).
CFDA Number: 10.303
Eligibility: Colleges and universities (as defined in section 1404 of NARETPA (National
Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977)) (7 U.S.C. 3103) are eligible
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to submit applications for the National Integrated Food Safety Initiative. For the purposes of
this program, the terms “college” and “university” mean an educational institution in any state
which (1) admits as regular students only persons having a certificate of graduation from a
school providing secondary education, or the recognized equivalent of such a certificate; (2) is
legally authorized within such state to provide a program of education beyond secondary
education; (3) provides an educational program for which a bachelor‟s degree or any other
higher degree is awarded; (4) is a public or other nonprofit institution; and (5) is accredited by a
nationally recognized accrediting agency or association.
Applications also may be submitted by 1994 Land-Grant Institutions.
A research foundation maintained by a college or university is not eligible to receive an award
under this program.
Award recipients may subcontract to organizations not eligible to apply provided such
organizations are necessary for the conduct of the project.
Match Required: Match required, but may be waived.
If a grant provides a particular benefit to a specific agricultural commodity, the grant recipient is
required to match the USDA funds awarded on a dollar-for-dollar basis from non-Federal
sources with cash and/or in-kind contributions.
CSREES may waive the matching funds requirement for a grant if CSREES determines that: (1)
the results of the project, while of particular benefit to a specific agricultural commodity, are
likely to be applicable to agricultural commodities generally; or (2) the project involves a minor
commodity, the project deals with scientifically important research, and the grant recipient is
unable to satisfy the matching funds requirement.
How to Apply:
Pre-application Coordination:
All RFAs are published on the Agency‟s website and Grants.gov. Applicants must complete the
Grants.gov registration process. Please see the following Grants.gov link for more information:
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp. An environmental impact statement is
required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Applications should be submitted as outlined in the RFA. Applications must follow
the instructions provided per Grants.Gov and in the Agency guide to submitting applications via
Grants.gov.
Award Procedure: Applications are subjected to a system of peer and merit review in
accordance with section 103 of the Agricultural Research, Extension and Education Reform Act
of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 1613) by a panel of qualified scientists and other appropriate persons who are
specialists in the field covered by the proposal. Within the limit of funds available for such
purpose, the NIFA Authorized Departmental Officer (ADO) shall make grants to those
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responsible, eligible applicants whose applications are judged most meritorious under the
procedures set forth in the RFA.
Deadlines: As announced in the Federal Register for each fiscal year.
Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA, National Program Leader for Water Quality
Natural Resources and Environment (NRE)
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
STOP 2210
Washington, DC 20250-2220
Telephone: 202-205-5952
Fax: 202-401-1706
ADDITIONAL CONTACTS:
USDA, NIFA, National Program Leader
Food Science and Food Safety; Plant and Animal Systems Unit
1400 Independence Ave., SW
STOP 2220
Washington, DC 20250-2220
Telephone: 202-401-1954
Fax: 202-401-1602
AND
USDA, NIFA, National Program Leader
Plant Systems Section, Plant and Animal Systems Unit
1400 Independence Ave., SW
STOP 2220
Washington, DC 20250-2220
Telephone: 202-401-4939 or 202-401-4891 or 202-401-1112 or 202-401-3356
Fax: 202-401-4888
Duration of Grant: Standard grants: 3 years; Conference grants: 2 years.
Award Amounts:
conference grants.

$600,000 per year maximum for standard grants; $50,000 total for

Uses and Restrictions: The National Integrated Food Safety Initiative addresses, but is not
limited to, the following priority issues in food safety:
• Qualitative and Quantitative Risk Assessments
• Control Measures for Food-borne Microbial Pathogens
• Sources and Incidence of Microbial Pathogens
• Antibiotic Resistant Microbial Pathogens;
• Improving the Safety of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables
• National Coordination of Integrated Food Safety Programs and Resources
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• Food Handler Education and Training for Consumers and Youth
• Food Handler Education for High-risk and Hard-to-reach Audiences
• Food Handler Education for Commercial and Non-commercial Audiences, Including
Food Handler Certification Training and Other Train-the-trainer Programs
• Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) Model Development, Testing,
and Implementation
• Home Food Processing and Preservation
• Integrating Food Safety into Related Agricultural Programs
• Alternative Food Processing Technologies that Improve the Safety of Food
• Food Security
In addition, applications are being solicited for professional meetings that bring together food
safety researchers, educators, and extension professionals to identify targeted areas in food safety
that can best be addressed using an integrated approach. Professional meetings will focus on: (1)
enhancing collaboration among food safety researchers, educators, and extension professionals;
(2) updating information and advancing the field of food safety; and (3) identifying future
research, outreach, and educational needs. An evaluation plan for the conference should be
included.
Subject Keywords: food safety, research, education, extension
Categories: Project grants
Website: www.reeusda.gov/pas/programs/foodsafety

Program Name: International Training - Foreign Participant
Agency: Foreign Agricultural Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To provide high quality training resulting in knowledge and skills that will
assist eligible countries to meet the food needs of their domestic populations; and to strengthen
and enhance trade linkages between eligible countries and agricultural interests in the United
States.
CFDA Number: 10.962
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
The Cochran Program solicits proposals from U.S. institutions of higher education, nonprofit
organizations, U.S. agricultural trade and market development associations, and on occasion
private consultants.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
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Technical assistance provided through these agreements benefits foreign governments and
related agricultural institutions in their countries.
Match Required: No match
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is required. Environmental impact information is not required for
this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. OMB Circular No. A110 applies to this program. Applications solicited by the Cochran Program should include a
scope of work, budget, time frame and expected results. This program is subject to the
provisions of OMB Circular No. A-110. This program is excluded from coverage under OMB
Circular No. A-102.
Award Procedure: All proposals are evaluated by technical specialists, which rate the
qualifications of applicants and merits of the proposals.
Deadlines: N/A
Contact Info:
Scott J. Lewis
1400 Independence Ave SW
Washington, District of Columbia 20250
Email: Scott.Lewis@fas.usda.gov
Phone: 202-690-1734
Fax: 202-690-0349
Range and Average of Financial Assistance:
average during FY11: $37,000.

Range during FY11: $1200 to $193,500,

Length and Time Phasing of Assistance:
Assistance is phased according to the requirements of individual projects. See the following for
information on how assistance is awarded/released: Assistance is awarded by means of costreimbursable agreements (primarily), cooperative agreements, or on occasion purchase orders.
Uses and Use Restrictions:
No funding is available for unsolicited proposals. Cochran Program funds are used for projects
involved with international training activities, including course development and/or evaluation.
Categories: Project grants, cooperative agreements
Website Address: http://www.fas.usda.
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Program Name: Loans for Beginning Farmers and Ranchers
Agency: Farm Service Agency
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides direct and guaranteed loans to
beginning farmers and ranchers who are unable to obtain financing from commercial credit
sources. Each fiscal year, the Agency targets a portion of its direct and guaranteed farm
ownership (FO) and operating loan (OL) funds to beginning farmers.
CFDA Number: Check www.cfda.gov
Eligibility: A beginning farmer or rancher is an individual or entity who:
●
●
●
●

Has not operated a farm or ranch for more than 10 years;
Meets the loan eligibility requirements of the program to which he/she is applying;
Substantially participates in the operation; and,
For farm ownership loan purposes, does not own a farm greater than 30 percent
of the average size farm in the county.

Note: all applicants for direct Farm Ownership loans must have participated in business
operation of a farm for at least 3 years.
Match Required: FSA has a special loan program to assist socially disadvantaged and
beginning farmers in purchasing a farm. Retiring farmers may use this program to transfer their
land to future generations.
The applicant must make a cash down payment of at least 5 percent of the purchase price.
To qualify:
● The maximum loan amount does not exceed 45 percent of the least of (a) the purchase
price of the farm or ranch to be acquired; (b) the appraised value of the farm or ranch to
be acquired; or (c) $500,000 (Note: This results in a maximum loan amount of $225,000).
● The term of the loan is 20 years. The interest rate is 4 percent below the direct FO rate,
but no lower than 1.5 percent.
● The remaining balance may be obtained from a commercial lender or private party. FSA
can provide up to a 95 percent guarantee if financing is obtained from a commercial
lender. Participating lenders do not have to pay a guarantee fee.
● Financing from participating lenders must have an amortization period of at least 30
years and cannot have a balloon payment due within the first 20 years of the loan.
Joint Financing Arrangement: Beginning farmers may choose to participate in a joint
financing arrangement. With this arrangement, FSA lends up to 50 percent of the amount
financed, and another lender provides 50 percent or more. The interest rates can be obtained
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from your local FSA office and the term of the loan will not exceed 40 years or the useful life of
the security.
How to Apply: Applications for direct loan assistance may be submitted to the FSA local
office serving the area where the operation is located. Local FSA offices are listed in the
telephone directory under U.S. Government, Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency.
For guaranteed loans, applicants must apply to a commercial lender who participates in the
Guaranteed Loan Program. Local FSA offices have lists of participating lenders.
Deadlines: N/A
Contact Info: Local FSA offices are listed in the telephone directory under U.S. Government,
Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency.
Duration of Grant: N/A
Maximum Loan Amounts: Direct FO or OL: $300,000; Guaranteed FO or OL: $1,214,000
(Amount varies annually based on inflation).
Uses and Restrictions: Purchase farm or ranch property by beginning farmers or ranchers.
Subject Keywords: government loan, beginning farm loan
Categories: Farm ownership loan
Website: http://www.fsa.usda.gov

Program Name: Loans for Socially Disadvantaged Persons
Agency: Farm Service Agency
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can make and guarantee loans to socially
disadvantaged applicants to buy and operate family-size farms and ranches. Funds specifically
for these loans are reserved each year. Non-reserved funds can also be utilized.
A socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher is one of a group whose members have been
subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group
without regard to their individual qualities. For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged
groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, and
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.
This program:
• Targets direct and guaranteed loan assistance to socially disadvantaged persons;
• Discovers and removes barriers that prevent full participation of those persons in
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FSA's farm loan programs; and
• Provides information and assistance to applicants to help them develop sound farm
management practices, analyzes problems, and plans the best use of available resources
essential for success in farming or ranching.
CFDA Number: not available
Eligibility: Individuals and entities primarily and directly engaged in farming and ranching on
family-size operations may apply. A family-size farm is considered to be one that a family can
operate and manage itself. In addition to being members of a socially disadvantaged group,
individual applicants under this program must meet all requirements for FSA's regular farm loan
program assistance, including:
• Have a satisfactory history of meeting credit obligations;
• Have sufficient education; training, or at least 1-year's experience in managing or operating a
farm or ranch within the last 5 years for a direct operating loan, or, for a direct farm ownership
loan, have participated in the business operation of a farm or ranch for 3 years;
• Is a citizen of the United States (or a legal resident alien) including Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin
Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and certain former Pacific Island Trust Territories;
• Be unable to obtain credit elsewhere at reasonable rates and terms to meet actual needs; and
• Possess legal capacity to incur loan obligations.
Match Required: N/A
How to Apply: Applications for all FSA direct loan programs are made through FSA's local
county offices. These are listed in telephone directories under "United States Government,
Department of Agriculture."
Guaranteed loan applications are made with the lender. In cases where an applicant does not
know a lender, local FSA office personnel will assist the applicant.
Deadlines: N/A
Contact Info:
Additional information may be obtained at local FSA county offices. These are listed in
telephone directories under "United States Government, Department of Agriculture."
Duration of Grant: N/A
Amounts: Limits not specified
Use of Loan Funds
FO loans may be used to purchase or enlarge a farm or ranch, purchase easements or rights of
way needed in the farm‟s operation, erect or improve buildings, implement soil and water
conservation measures, and pay closing costs. Reserved direct FO loan funds can only be used
to purchase a farm or ranch. Guaranteed FO funds may also be used to refinance debt. OL
loans may be used to purchase livestock, poultry, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, fertilizer,
chemicals, insurance, and other operating expenses. Funds also may be used to refinance debt
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(subject to certain restrictions) and to install or improve water systems for home use, livestock
or irrigation, and other improvements.
Subject Keywords: socially disadvantaged loan, minority loan, government loans.
Categories: Farm operations loan
Website: http://www.fsa.usda.gov

Program Name: Market Access Program
Agency: Foreign Agricultural Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To encourage the creation, maintenance, and expansion of commercial
export markets for U.S. agricultural commodities through cost-share assistance to eligible trade
organizations that implement a foreign market development program.
CFDA Number: 10.601
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
To be approved, applicants must be: (1) A nonprofit U.S. agricultural trade organization; (2) a
nonprofit State regional trade group; (3) a U.S. agricultural cooperative; (4) a State agency; or (5)
a U.S. commercial entity that is a small-sized entity (other than a cooperative or producer
association).
Beneficiary Eligibility:
CCC will enter into MAP agreements only where the eligible agricultural commodity is
comprised of at least 50 percent U.S. origin content by weight, exclusive of added water.
Match Required: A participant's contribution requirement will be specified in the export
strategy approval letter. Participants must contribute at least 10 percent of the value of resources
provided by CCC for generic promotions. Such contributions may be in the form of cash, goods
or services. In the case of brand promotions, a participant must contribute at least 50 percent of
the total cost of such brand promotions. The brand promotion program is by its very nature a
matching funds program.
Application Process
Pre application Coordination:
None. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372 and OMB Circular No. A102.
Application Procedures:
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Each year the availability of funds is announced in a Federal Register notice. At this time a
written export strategy should be submitted to the Director, Marketing Operations Staff, FAS.
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110.
Award Procedure: Applications are reviewed against the allocation criteria and factors set forth
in 7 CFR Part 1485. CCC notifies each applicant of the final disposition of its application and
also issues a public announcement concerning the allocation of resources among the applicant
organizations. Each approved applicant receives a program agreement and allocation approval
letter which specifies any special terms and conditions applicable to a participant's program.
Final agreement occurs when both the participating organization and the Administrator of FAS
in the Administrator's capacity as Vice President, CCC, sign the program agreement.
Deadlines: Application deadline is announced in the form of a Federal Register notice.
Contact Info:
Deputy Administrator
Commodity and Marketing Programs
Foreign Agricultural Service
Department of Agriculture
Washington DC 20250
Telephone: 202-720-4761
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Agreements generally include a twelve-month
promotional effort and a provision for program evaluation by an independent third party. Funds
awarded in any given fiscal year are typically available for two additional years.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance:
$1,375,000.

From $22,000 to $9,611,000; Average

Uses and Use Restrictions: Market Access Program (MAP) funds are authorized through
program agreements that provide for partial reimbursement of eligible promotional expenses in
a Unified Export Strategy application approved by the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS), the
agency which administers the program for the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC). MAP
participants may receive assistance for either generic or brand promotion activities. Program
funds help finance activities such as consumer advertising, point of sale demonstrations, public
relations, trade servicing activities, participation in trade fairs and exhibits, market research and
technical assistance.
Keywords: international trade, overseas marketing, exporting, business development
Categories: Direct payments for specified use
Website Address: http://www.fas.usda.gov/mos/programs/map.asp
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Program Name: National Research Initiative Competitive Grants Program
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To support research, education and extension grants that address key
problems of national, regional and multistate importance in sustaining all components of
agriculture (farming, ranching, forestry, aquaculture, rural communities, human nutrition and
obesity, food and fiber processing, etc.) Providing this support to US agriculture requires that
the NRI advance fundamental. Building on these discoveries will necessitate new efforts in
education and extension that deliver science-based knowledge to people, allowing them to make
informed practical decisions. All grants were awarded on a competitive basis.
CFDA Number: 10.206
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
For research projects, the eligibility requirements for the NRI were as follows: except where
otherwise prohibited by law, State agricultural experiment stations, all colleges and universities,
other research institutions and organizations, Federal agencies, national laboratories, private
organizations or corporations, and individuals were eligible to apply for and to receive a
competitive grant. The Agricultural Research Enhancement Awards (AREA) have some notable
differences from these requirements. See Part II C, 2. of Fiscal Year (FY) ‟08 Requests for
Applications.
For integrated projects, the eligibility requirements for the NRI were as follows: except where
otherwise prohibited by law, State agricultural experiment stations, all colleges and universities,
research foundations maintained by colleges or universities, private research organizations with
established and demonstrated capacities to perform research or technology transfer, Federal
research agencies, and national laboratories were eligible to apply for and receive a competitive
grant.
Unsolicited applications were not considered and applications from scientists at non-United
States organizations were not accepted. Award recipients may subcontract to organizations not
eligible to apply provided such organizations were necessary for the conduct of the project.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
For research grants eligibility includes State Agricultural Experiment Stations, U.S.
colleges/universities, other U.S. research institutions and organizations, Federal agencies,
national laboratories, private organizations or corporations, and individuals. For integrated
research, education and extension grants eligibility includes State Agricultural Experiment
Stations, U.S. colleges/universities, research foundations maintained by colleges or universities,
private research organizations with established and demonstrated capacities to perform research
or technology transfer, Federal research agencies and national laboratories. Proposals from
scientists at non-U.S. organizations will not be considered for support.
Match Required: No match
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Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
All RFAs were published on the Agency‟s website and Grants.gov. Applicants must complete
the Grants.gov registration process. Please see the following Grants.gov link for more
information: http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp. An environmental impact
statement is required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O.
12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. OMB Circular No. A110 applies to this program. Applications should be submitted as outlined in the RFA.
Applications must follow the instructions provided per Grants.Gov and in the Agency guide to
submitting applications via Grants.gov. This information collection is approved under OMB
Control No. 0524-0039, “NIFA Application Kit for Research and Extension Programs.”
Award Procedure: Applications were subjected to a system of peer and merit review in
accordance with Section 103 of the Agricultural Research, Extension, and Education Reform
Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7613) by a panel of qualified scientists and other appropriate persons who
were specialists in the field covered by the proposal. Within the limit of funds available for such
purpose, the NIFA Authorized Departmental Officer (ADO) shall make grants to those
responsible, eligible applicants whose applications were judged most meritorious under the
procedures set forth in the RFA. This information collection is approved under OMB Control
No. 0524-0039, “NIFA Application Kit for Research and Extension Programs. Reviewers were
selected based upon training and experience in relevant scientific, extension, or education fields,
taking into account the following factors: (a) The level of relevant formal scientific, technical
education, or extension experience of the individual, as well as the extent to which an individual
is engaged in relevant research, education, or extension activities; (b) the need to include as
reviewers experts from various areas of specialization within relevant scientific, education, or
extension fields; (c) the need to include as reviewers other experts (e.g., producers, range or
forest managers/operators, and consumers) who can assess relevance of the applications to
targeted audiences and to program needs; (d) the need to include as reviewers experts from a
variety of organizational types (e.g., colleges, universities, industry, state and Federal agencies,
private profit and non-profit organizations) and geographic locations; (e) the need to maintain a
balanced composition of reviewers with regard to minority and female representation and an
equitable age distribution; and (f) the need to include reviewers who can judge the effective
usefulness to producers and the general public of each application.
Deadlines: Announced in the Federal Register each fiscal year.
Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA
Competitive Programs
1400 Independence Avenue, SW.
Washington, District of Columbia 20250-2240
Phone: 202-401-1782
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Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Normally, competitive research projects were
supported for periods of up to four (4) years. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: by letter
of credit.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: Minimum and maximum amounts of funding
per grant were established by the annual program announcement or RFA.
Uses and Use Restrictions: NIFA Competitive Programs Unit administers the NRI. The
purpose of the NRI Competitive Grants Program was to support research grants and integrated
research, extension, and education grants that address key problems of National, regional, and
multi-state importance in sustaining all components of agriculture (farming, ranching, forestry
including urban and agroforestry, aquaculture, rural communities, human nutrition, processing,
etc.). Providing this support requires that NRI advances fundamental sciences in support of
agriculture and coordinates opportunities to build on these discoveries. Building on these
discoveries will necessitate new efforts in education and extension that deliver science-based
knowledge to people, allowing them to make informed practical decisions. Hence, the NRI
accepted applications for fundamental research, mission-linked research, and integrated research,
extension, and education projects. However, applicants should know that the NRI utilized no
more than twenty-two percent (22%) of available funds to support integrated projects and that
these funds were not distributed uniformly, but targeted to specific priorities. Targeted priorities
for integrated projects were clearly identified within the detailed descriptions of program
offerings [see Part II, E of the Fiscal Year (FY) ‟08 Request for Applications (RFAs)]. Funds
may not be used for the renovation or refurbishment of research spaces (including energy
retrofitting); purchase or installations of fixed equipment in such spaces; or planning, repair,
rehabilitation, acquisition, or construction of buildings or facilities. Fully discretionary.
Subject Keywords: food research, agriculture research
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.nifa.usda.gov

Program Name: National Sheep Industry Improvement Center
Agency: National Sheep Industry Improvement Center
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To assist the U.S. sheep and goat industries by strengthening and enhancing
the production and marketing of sheep and goats and their products in the United States.
The National Sheep Industry Improvement Center (NSIIC), or Sheep Center, is authorized
under 7 U.S.C. 2008j. NSIIC is a fund established in the Treasury, without fiscal year limitation,
to provide seed-money for a revolving fund that will provide financial assistance through a
variety of mechanisms for the enhancement and marketing of sheep or goat products in the
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United States with an emphasis on infrastructure development. The NSIIC is a unique pilot
program that will eventually be privatized.
The management of NSIIC is vested in a Board of Directors that is appointed by, and reports
to, the Secretary of Agriculture. The Board of Directors consists of 7 voting members chosen
from the sheep and goat industries. The respective Under Secretaries for Rural Development
and Research, Education, and Economics also serve as nonvoting members of the Board of
Directors. The Executive Director serves as the CEO and NSIIC relies on RD and CSREE for
staff support in areas such as budget, OGC and personnel.
Congress saw the need to address these declines and created the National Sheep Industry
Improvement Center (NSIIC) as an innovative new approach of addressing the needs of the
sheep and goat industries. The NSIIC provides a mechanism for much needed capital to the
sheep and goat industries in a way that will help the industry into perpetuity.
CFDA Number: unavailable
Eligibility: Eligible entities include public, private, or cooperative organizations, association,
including corporations not operated for profit, Federally-recognized Indian Tribes or public or
quasi-public agencies. An individual is not considered an eligible entity. Fifty-one percent of the
entity must be owned by citizens of the United States or reside in the United States after being
legally admitted for permanent residence.
Applicants must demonstrate that a competent management team is in place, clearly defining
each management team member's role, responsibilities and credentials. Applicants must
demonstrate that the management team has the technical, marketing and financial expertise to
manage all aspects of the proposed project or program.
Match Required: NSIIC will: (1) Not exceed 50 percent of the project cost on equity
investments included in Direct Payments for Specified use; (2) not exceed $1 million for a direct
loan; and (3) require that loan guarantees: (a) have an eligible lender, as defined in the NSIIC
Strategic Plan; (b) not exceed $ 1 million; (c) not exceed 80 percent of the guaranteed loan; and
(d) be assessed a 1 percent per annum guarantee fee by NSIIC.
How to Apply: Eligible applicants should submit proposed projects on the "Proposal
Application, National Sheep Industry Improvement Center" form.
Proposal Application, NSIIC, may be submitted at any time to:
NSIIC
PO Box 23483,
Washington, DC 20026-3483
Physical location:
NSIIC, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, (Room 2117)
Washington DC 20250
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Funding and policy decisions are made by the NSIIC Board of Directors. Board of Directors
application review sessions are held following the end of each calendar quarter (March 31, June
30, September 30, and December 31). Applications must be received on or before the end of
each calendar quarter to be considered. Applications not received within the allotted time period
will be considered in the next review session.
Deadlines: March 31, June 30, September 30, and December 31.
Contact Info:
Steven Lee, Administrative Officer
National Sheep Industry Improvement Center
Telephone: 207-236-6567
Fax: 207-236-6576
E-mail: stevelee@nsiic.org
Duration of Grant: Terms are negotiable between applicants and the NSIIC Board of
Directors. The term of a loan may not exceed the shorter of: (i) The useful life of the activity
financed; or (ii) 40 years.
Amounts: Negotiated with the Board of Directors under the limitations set forth in the annual
NSIIC Strategic Plan. Each program or project loan may not exceed $1 million.
Uses and Restrictions: (1) Making capital available for increasing production or improving
production efficiency; (2) improving marketing efficiency or product quality; (3) promoting
coordination in marketing systems and between industry participants; (4) communicating to
meet the information needs of the industry and to inform the public and industry of the Center's
activities; and (5) taking actions that will maintain the viability of the Center.
Subject Keywords: sheep, goats, production and marketing, business development, economic
development
Categories:
Direct payments
Guaranteed/insured loans

for

specified

use;

Project

grants;

Direct

loans;

www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/cssheep.htm

Program Name: Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP)
Agency: Farm Service Agency
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To provide crop loss assistance comparable to the catastrophic risk
protection level of crop insurance to producers of commercial crops or other agricultural
commodities for which the catastrophic risk protection level of crop insurance is not available.
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CFDA Number: 10.451
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
Eligible crops include each commercial crop or other agricultural commodities (except livestock
and their by-products; tobacco; and trees grown for wood, paper, or pulp products) that is
produced for food or fiber and specifically includes: Floricultural, ornamental nursery, and
Christmas tree crops, turfgrass sod, seed crops, aquaculture (including ornamental fish), and
industrial crops. An eligible producer is an owner, landlord, tenant, or sharecropper: (1) Who
shares in the risk of producing the crop; (2) who is entitled to share in the crop available for
marketing or would have shared had the crop been produced; and (3) whose qualifying gross
revenue is less than $2 million for the preceding tax year for which an application for coverage is
filed.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Eligible crops include each commercial crop or other agricultural commodities (except livestock
and their by-products; tobacco; and trees grown for wood, paper, or pulp products) that is
produced for food or fiber and specifically includes: floricultural, ornamental nursery, and
Christmas tree crops, turfgrass sod, seed crops, aquaculture (including ornamental fish), and
industrial crops. An eligible producer is an owner, landlord, tenant, or sharecropper: (1) who
shares in the risk of producing the crop; (2) who is entitled to share in the crop available for
marketing or would have shared had the crop been produced; and (3) whose qualifying gross
revenue is less than $2 million for the preceding tax year for which an application for coverage is
filed.
Match Required: none
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. This program is
excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110. Applicants must file an application for
coverage in the local administrative FSA office. An applicable service fee must accompany the
application. Coverage is effective the later of: (1) 30 days after the application for coverage is
filed; (2) date the crop is planted for yield-based crops or the beginning of the crop year for all
other eligible crops. Other documentation required to fulfill the application requirements
include: (1) A report of acreage, facility, etc.; (2) a notice of loss when the eligible crop is
prevented from being planted as a result of eligible natural disaster or the eligible planted crop or
commodity suffers loss of yield due to eligible natural disaster; (3) if the crop is harvested, a
certification of production, and in the crop year for which an application for payment is filed,
acceptable evidence of production, (4) if the crop will not be harvested, a request to the local
county FSA office for appraisal; and (5) a certification of gross revenue.
Contact Info:
Candace Thompson
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Stop 0517
Washington, District of Columbia 20250-0517
Email: candy.thompson@wdc.usda.gov
Phone: (202) 720-7641
Fax: (202) 690-2130.
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Length and Time Phasing of Assistance :
Assistance is normally provided in a single payment following approval of the application for
payment. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: lump sum.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: No Data Available.
Uses and Restrictions: None
Subject Keywords: emergency assistance, disaster relief, crop loss
Categories: Direct payments with unrestricted use
Website Address: http://www.fsa.usda.gov

Program Name: Outreach and Assistance for Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and
Ranchers
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The objective of the Outreach and Assistance for Socially Disadvantaged
Farmers and Ranchers (OASDFR) program is to provide outreach, training, education,
assistance, and technical assistance to encourage and assist socially disadvantaged farmers,
ranchers and forest landowners in owning and operating farms, ranches and non-industrial
forest lands. The intent of the competitive grant program (2501 program) is to communicate in a
linguistically appropriate manner, to current and prospective socially disadvantaged farmers,
ranchers and forest landowners about participating equitably in the full range of agricultural
programs offered by the Department.
CFDA Number: 10.443
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
As determined in 7 U.S.C. 2279, eligibility is defined as follows: 1890 Land-Grant Institutions,
including Tuskegee University and West Virginia State College, Indian Tribal Community
Colleges, Alaska Native Cooperative Colleges, Hispanic-serving post-secondary educational
institutions, other accredited post-secondary educational institutions, and Indian tribes providing
agricultural education or other agriculturally-related services to socially disadvantaged farmers
and ranchers in their region, and community-based organizations that: (1) have demonstrated
experience in providing agricultural education or other agriculturally related services to socially
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers in their region; (2) provides documentary evidence of its
past experience in working with socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers during the 2 years
preceding its application for assistance; and (3) does not engage in activities prohibited under
Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. Also eligible are organizations or
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institutions that received funding under 7 U.S.C. 2279(a) before January 1, 1996, but only with
respect to projects that the Secretary considers are similar to projects previously carried out by
the organization or institution under such subsection.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
A farmer, rancher, or forest landowner who is a member of one or more of the following groups
whose members have been subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity as
members of a group without regard to their individual qualities. Groups include, but are not
limited to, African-Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asians, and
Pacific Islanders. The Secretary of Agriculture will determine on a case-by-case basis whether
additional groups qualify under this definition, either at the Secretary's initiative or in response to
a written request with supporting explanation.
Match Required: No match
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is required. Environmental impact information is not required for
this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Formal proposals should be submitted as outlined in the request for applications or
request for proposals. Funding opportunities will be announced on www.grants.gov.
Award Procedure: Applications are reviewed and evaluated by the OASDFR Program staff
members with the assistance and advice of a review panel of appropriate persons that are
specialists who are qualified by training and experience in the fields covered by the applications.
Applications are ranked and recommended in order of merit and funded to the extent permitted
by available funds. Final approval for those applications selected with be made by Assistant
Secretary for Departmental Management, or appropriately redelegated.
Deadlines: Dates governing the acceptance, review, and selection of projects will be published
in the Federal Register Notice or other applicable publication announcing the request for
proposals.
Contact Info:
Asher Weinberg USDA Office of Advocacy and Outreach
Whitten Building 520-A, Stop 9821
1400 Independence Ave., SW., Washington, District of Columbia 20250-9821
Email: asher.weinberg@osec.usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-6350
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Grants can be awarded from one to five years, as
stipulated by requests for applications and requests for proposals, announced on
www.grants.gov. See the following for information on how assistance is awarded/released:
Grant payments will be administered through either the U.S. Department of Health and Human
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Services Payment Management System or the U.S. Department of Treasury ASAP System.
Recipient drawdown procedures are to comply with 7 CFR 3019.22 and 7 CFR 3016.21.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: FY 10: 62 recipients were awarded between
$14,300 and $400,000; the average award was approximately $330,000. OASDFR expects to
award approximately $19 million FY 11 and FY 12. Funding is expected to be limited to
$400,000 per grant, per year.
Uses and Restrictions: To provide outreach, training, education, assistance, and technical
assistance to socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers on agricultural programs, emphasizing
assistance that leads to participation in the full range of agriculture programs offered by the
Department. Subject
Keywords: outreach, training, technical assistance to small and disadvantaged farmers
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.outreach.usda.gov/oasdfr

Program Name: Plant and Animal Disease, Pest Control, and Animal Care
Agency: Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To protect U.S. agriculture from economically injurious plant and animal
diseases and pests, ensure the safety and potency of veterinary biologic, and ensure the humane
treatment of animals.
CFDA Number: 10.025
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
Foreign, State, local, and U.S. Territorial government agencies, nonprofit institutions of higher
education, and nonprofit associations or organizations requiring Federal support to eradicate,
control, or assess the status of injurious plant and animal diseases and pests that are a threat to
regional or national agriculture and conduct related demonstration projects.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Farmers, ranchers, agriculture producers, State, local, U.S. Territorial government agencies,
public and private institutions and organizations benefit from Federal assistance to eradicate or
control injurious plant and animal diseases and pests that are a threat to regional or national
agriculture.
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Match Required: Recipients share some project or program costs. The cost-sharing
arrangements are developed between USDA and the recipients in advance of the program unless
otherwise stated by Congress.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
A letter from applicants seeking support or cooperation with the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service. Applicants must indicate the nature and severity of the problem to be
considered and explain how they will address the problem. This program is eligible for coverage
under E.O. 12372, "Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs." An applicant should
consult the office or official designated as the single point of contact in her or her State for more
information on the process the State requires to be followed in applying for assistance, if the
State has selected the program for review. Environmental impact information is not required for
this program. This program is eligible for coverage under E.O. 12372, "Intergovernmental
Review of Federal Programs." An applicant should consult the office or official designated as
the single point of contact in his or her State for more information on the process the State
requires to be followed in applying for assistance, if the State has selected the program for
review.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Comply with E.O. 12372, "Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs," and
submit a completed Standard Form 424.1, "Department of Agriculture, Application for Federal
Assistance (Non-construction)" and project proposal (work plan), financial plan, curriculum
vitae, and other required certifications to the appropriate APHIS area, regional, or Headquarters
Office. See Regional and Local Office Address Listing.
Award Procedure:
Applications are approved by the Administrator or Authorized
Departmental Officers (ADOs) upon determination that the project will contribute toward
accomplishment of the Agency's overall mission and meet any established project
evaluation/selection criteria.
Deadlines: None
Contact Info:
Eileen M. Berke
4700 River Road
Unit 55, Suite 3B06
Riverdale, Maryland 20737
Email: eileen.m.berke@aphis.usda.gov
Phone: 301-734-8330
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance:
Up to 1 year from the date of award. Funds are made available as required to cover
expenditures. Funds are provided to recipients when requests for advance or reimbursement are
received and approved by the Agency.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: No Data Available.
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Uses and Use Restrictions: Conduct surveys, inspections to detect and appraise infestations,
eradication and control activities, and carry out regulatory actions to prevent interstate spread of
infestations and diseases.
Subject Keywords:
diseases

safety, plant health, animal health, protection plant diseases, animal

Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.aphis.usda.gov

Program Name: Quality Samples Program (QSP)
Agency: Foreign Agricultural Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The Quality Samples Program is designed to encourage the development
and expansion of export markets for U.S. agricultural commodities by assisting U.S. entities in
providing commodity samples to potential foreign importers to promote a better understanding
and appreciation for the high quality of U.S. agricultural commodities.
CFDA Number: 10.605
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
To be approved, an applicant must be a U.S. private or government entity.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
The Quality Samples Program is intended to benefit a represented U.S. industry rather than a
specific company or brand.
Match Required: Although highly encouraged, financial and in-kind support from the
participant is not required. Such contributions may be in the form of cash or goods and services.
How to Apply: Each year the availability of funds is announced in a Federal Register notice.
At that time, proposals should be submitted to the Director, Marketing Operations Staff,
Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS).
Award Procedure: Proposals are reviewed against the allocation criteria and factors specified in
the Federal Register notice. CCC notifies each applicant of the final disposition of its application
and also issues a public announcement concerning the allocation of resources among the
applicant organizations. Each approved applicant receives a program agreement and allocation
approval letter that specifies any special terms and conditions applicable to a participant's
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program. Final agreement occurs when both the participating organization and the Deputy
Administrator for Commodity and Marketing Programs, FAS, sign the program agreement.
Deadlines: Application deadline is announced in the form of a Federal Register notice.
Contact Info:
Marketing Operations Staff
Foreign Agricultural Service
U.S. Department. of Agriculture
Room 4932 South Building, Stop 1042
1400 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, DC 20250-1042
Telephone: 202-720-4327
Fax: 202-720-9361
E-mail: mosadmin@fas.usda.gov
Duration of Grant: Agreements generally include a 12-month promotional effort and a
requirement for program evaluation. Funds awarded in any given fiscal year may be made
available for a longer period.
Amounts: Projects funded on a project by project basis for up to $75,000.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Quality Samples Program funds are authorized through project
agreements that include the maximum amount that may be reimbursed and identify terms and
conditions pursuant to which CCC will reimburse costs. Under the QSP, participants may be
reimbursed for certain costs of purchasing and transporting commodity samples. Although
providing technical assistance is required for all projects, costs of providing the actual technical
assistance is not reimbursed under the QSP.
Subject Keywords: international trade, exporting, business development
Categories: Direct payments for specified use.
Website Address: http://www.fas.usda.gov/mos/programs/qsp.asp

Program Name: Rural Business Opportunity Grants (RBOG)
Agency: Rural Business - Cooperative Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The purpose is to promote sustainable economic development in rural
communities with exceptional needs. This is accomplished by making grants to pay costs of
providing economic planning for rural communities, technical assistance for rural businesses, or
training for rural entrepreneurs or economic development officials.
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CFDA Number: 10.773
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
Grants may be made to public bodies, nonprofit corporations, Indian tribes on Federal or State
reservations or other Federally recognized tribal groups, and cooperatives with members that are
primarily rural residents and that conduct activities for the mutual benefit of the members.
Beneficiary Eligibility: Rural communities and businesses in rural areas.
Match Required: Percent: 25%.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is required. Environmental impact information is not required for
this program. This program is eligible for coverage under E.O. 12372, "Intergovernmental
Review of Federal Programs." An applicant should consult the office or official designated as
the single point of contact in his or her State for more information on the process the State
requires to be followed in applying for assistance, if the State has selected the program for
review.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. OMB Circular No. A110 applies to this program. Potential applicants should file Standard Form 424.1, "Application
for Federal Assistance (For Non-construction)," and additional material required by Agency
regulations with the USDA Rural Development State Office. The application will include a
written narrative and scope of work. More details are available from the Headquarters Office or
any Rural Development State Office.
Award Procedure: Applications will be given a priority score in accordance with the criteria set
out in the program regulations
Deadlines: None
Contact Info:
Deputy Director
Business and Cooperative Programs
STOP 3225, Room 6767
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, District of Columbia 20250
Phone: 202-720-1400.
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Funding for complete projects is limited to
projects that can be completed within 2 years. Projects of longer duration may only be funded
for 1 year at a time. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: quarterly.
Range of Financial Assistance: $5000 to $500,000.
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Uses and Use Restrictions: Grant funds may be used to assist in the economic development
of rural areas by providing technical assistance, training, and planning for business and economic
development. Grant funds may be used to assist in the economic development of rural areas by
providing technical assistance, training, and planning for business and economic development.
Subject Keywords: technical assistance, training, planning , business development, economic
development.
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov

Program Name: Rural Cooperative Development Grants (RCDG)
Agency: Rural Development
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To improve economic conditions in rural areas through cooperative
development. The primary objective of the cooperative center concept is to provide technical
assistance services, including feasibility analysis. The grant program will be used to facilitate the
creation or retention of jobs in rural areas through the development of new rural cooperatives,
value-added processing, and rural businesses.
CFDA Number: 10.771
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility :
Eligible applicants are nonprofit corporations and institutions of higher education. Grants may
not be made to public bodies. A rural area for this program is defined as all territories of a State
not within the outer boundary of any city having a population of 50,000 or more according to
the latest decennial census of the United States.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Rural residents.
Match Required: Percent: 25%. The total allocation is controlled by Congress. Applicants will
be required to contribute at least 25 percent of the total project cost in cash or in-kind
contributions that must be from nonfederal funds except that a loan from another federal source
can be used. Applicants that are designated as 1994 Institutions'' as defined in section 532 of the
equity in Educational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note; Pub. L. 103-382) are
required to provide nonfederal financial support (matching funds) of at least 5 percent of the
total project cost.
Application Process
Page 64

Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is required. Environmental impact information is not required for
this program. This program is eligible for coverage under E.O. 12372, "Intergovernmental
Review of Federal Programs." An applicant should consult the office or official designated as
the single point of contact in his or her State for more information on the process the State
requires to be followed in applying for assistance, if the State has selected the program for
review.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. The standard Federal application forms as furnished by the Federal Agency and
required by Office of Management and Budget Circular Nos. A-110 and A-102 must be used for
this program. An original and a copy of all Federal forms and application materials are to be filed
with the appropriate Rural Development National Office. Electronic data submissions are
encouraged. The National Office reviews the submittals to determine eligibility, then reviews,
scores, and ranks all eligible applications.
Award Procedure: See annual solicitation to determine the maximum amount of Federal funds
to be awarded. Final processing and monitoring will be designated to the appropriate State Rural
Development Office. Payments will be made by electronic funds transfer. In the event that the
applicant is awarded a grant less than the amount requested, the applicant will be required to
modify its application.
Deadlines: Published in Federal Register
Contact Info:
Deputy Administrator
1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, District of Columbia 20250
Phone: 202-720-8460
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: The grant program is conducted on an annual
basis. Awards are made for a 12-month period. A Request for Advance or Reimbursement may
be submitted monthly, but quarterly reimbursements are typical. The grantee's share of the costs
will be disbursed in advance of grant funds or on a pro-rata distribution basis with grant funds
during the disbursement period. Some reimbursements may be linked to submission of
acceptable performance reports. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: quarterly.
Range of Financial Assistance: $200,000 - $500,000.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Grant funds may be used for, but not limited to, the following
activities to develop new cooperatives and improve existing cooperatives: applied research,
feasibility, environmental, and other studies; collection, interpretation, and dissemination of
principles, facts, technical knowledge, or other useful information; training and instruction; loans
and grants; and technical assistance or advisory services to individuals, small businesses,
cooperatives, or other similar entities in rural areas. Up to $1.5 million may be used for
applications that focus on assistance to small, minority producers through their cooperative
businesses. Grant funds may be used for, but not limited to, the following activities to develop
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new cooperatives and improve existing cooperatives: applied research, feasibility, environmental,
and other studies; collection, interpretation, and dissemination of principles, facts, technical
knowledge, or other useful information; training and instruction; loans and grants; and technical
assistance or advisory services to individuals, small businesses, cooperatives, or other similar
entities in rural areas.
Subject Keywords: economic development, community development, cooperatives
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov

Program Name: Scientific Cooperation and Research
Agency: Foreign Agricultural Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To leverage resources with domestic and international counterparts in
order to advance cooperative research, education, and extension in agriculture.
CFDA Number: 10.961
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
Proposals are especially encouraged from scientists early in their career, women scientists, and
scientists or institutions representing under- served and under-represented communities. U.S.
institutions include those in American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto
Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Research projects strive to address agricultural trade and market access issues, animal and plant
health, biotechnology, food safety and security, and sustainable natural resource management in
the United States and internationally.
Match Required: This program has no matching requirements. Matching is not required but is
encouraged.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is required. Environmental impact information is not required for
this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Program guidelines with detailed application procedures are available on the internet
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through
the
USDA
Foreign
Agricultural
Service
website
at:
http://www.fas.usda.gov/icd/grants/scrp.htm or through Grants.gov, a government-wide
internet portal for federal funding, at: http://www.Grants.gov under Catalog for Federal
Domestic Assistance Number (CFDA) 10.961. Guidelines are also available directly from the
Foreign Agricultural Service's Research and Scientific Exchanges Division,
USDA/FAS/ICD/RSED/SCEP, Mail Stop 1084, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20250-1084. Applications may be submitted either electronically or as printed
copies by mail or hand delivery by the proposal deadline. Any changes to the deadline or
guidelines will be accessible on the internet through http://www.Grants.gov under CFDA
Number 10.961 or the Foreign Agricultural Service Web site at: http://www.fas.usda.gov. This
program is subject to the provisions of OMB Circular No. A-110, Uniform Administrative
Requirements for Grants and Agreements with Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals and
Other Non-Profit Organizations and OMB Circular No. A-102, Grants and Cooperative
Agreements with State and Local Governments.
Award Procedure: Program staff members review and evaluate all proposals with the
assistance and advice of qualified U.S. scientists. Proposals are selected according to how well
they meet criteria that includes scientific or technical merit of the proposed activity; suitability of
the investigators and institutions; feasibility of achieving proposal objectives; relevance to
priority issues in U.S. trade and market access, agriculture, animal and plant health,
biotechnology, food safety and security, and sustainable natural resource management. Proposals
are funded to the extent permitted by available funds.
Deadlines: Annual deadlines for proposal submissions are generally in the fall or winter to be
considered for funding the following spring. Consult current program guidelines for specific
dates.
Contact Info:
Ali Abdi
USDA/FAS/OCBD/TSED
1400 Independence Ave. SW, Room 3231-S
Washington, District of Columbia 20250
Email: Ali.Abdi@fas.usda.gov
Phone: 202-690-0880.
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Long-term research project agreements range from
1 to 3 years, with funds provided annually. See the following for information on how assistance
is awarded/released: Annual funding allocations.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: No Data Available.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Funds under the Scientific Cooperation Research Program may
be used for direct costs of conducting approved research projects. Allowable expenses include
travel for research, extension, and training purposes, supplies, equipment, and indirect costs
(10% cap) necessary to implement the research projects. Funds may not be used to pay for
tuition, sabbaticals, or expenses solely for conferences. Funds may not be used to pay for tuition,
sabbaticals, or expenses solely for conferences.
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Subject Keywords: international cooperation, food research, agriculture research, professional
exchange, education
Categories: Project grants (cooperative agreements); Direct payments for specified use.
Website Address: http://www.fas.usda.gov/icd/grants/scrp.htm

Program Name: Secondary and Two-Year Postsecondary Agriculture Education
Challenge Grants
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The purpose of the Secondary Education, Two-Year Postsecondary
Education, and Agriculture in the K-12 Classroom Challenge (SPECA) Grants Program is to:
enhance curricula in agricultural education; increase faculty teaching competencies; interest
young people in pursuing higher education in order to prepare for scientific and professional
careers in the food and agricultural sciences; promote the incorporation of agriscience and
agribusiness subject matter into other instructional programs, particularly classes in science,
business, and consumer education; facilitate joint initiatives by the grant recipient with other
secondary schools, institutions of higher education that award an associate's degree, institutions
of higher education that award a bachelor's degree, and nonprofit organizations supporting
agriscience and agribusiness education, to maximize the development and use of resources, such
as faculty, facilities, and equipment, to improve agriscience and agribusiness education; support
other initiatives designed to meet local, State, regional, or national needs related to promoting
excellence in agriscience and agribusiness education; and support current Agriculture in the
Classroom programs for grades K-12.
CFDA Number: 10.226
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
Public secondary schools or public or private nonprofit junior and community colleges.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Public secondary schools or public or private nonprofit junior and community colleges.
Match Required: Percent: 100%. A grant recipient is required to match the USDA funds
awarded on a dollar-for-dollar (100%) basis from non-Federal sources. Matching funds are not
required to come in any particular amount from any one source. However, all matching funds
pledged in this application must be accompanied by documentation.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
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All RFAs are published on the Agency‟s website and Grants.gov. Applicants must complete the
Grants.gov registration process. Please see the following Grants.gov link for more information:
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp. An environmental impact statement is
required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Applications should be submitted as outlined in the RFA. Applications must follow
the instructions provided per Grants.Gov and in the Agency guide to submitting applications via
Grants.gov.
Award Procedure: Applications are subjected to a system of peer and merit review in
accordance with section 103 of the Agricultural Research, Extension and Education Reform Act
of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 1613) by a panel of qualified scientists and other appropriate persons who are
specialists in the field covered by the proposal. Within the limit of funds available for such
purpose, the NIFA Authorized Departmental Officer (ADO) shall make grants to those
responsible, eligible applicants whose applications are judged most meritorious under the
procedures set forth in the RFA.
Deadlines: Contact the headquarters or regional office, as appropriate, for application deadlines.
Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA, Science and Education Resources Development
1400 Independence Avenue, SW., STOP 2251
Washington, District of Columbia 20024
Phone: 202-401-2855 or 720-1973
Fax: 202-720-2030
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: The term of a competitive grant under this
authority may not exceed five (5) years. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of
credit.
Range of Financial Assistance:
If minimum or maximum amounts of funding per
competitive project grant or cooperative agreement are established, these will be announced in
the annual program announcement or Request for Application (RFA).
Uses and Use Restrictions: Funds may be used only in targeted areas, e.g., curricula design
and materials development, promotion of teaching competencies, promotion of agriscience and
agribusiness career information, instruction delivery systems, student experiential learning, and
educational activities that increase the diversity of students pursuing degrees in agriscience and
agribusiness. CSREES has determined that grant funds awarded under this authority may not be
used for the renovation or refurbishment of research, education, or extension space; the
purchase or installation of fixed equipment in such space; or the planning, repair, rehabilitation,
acquisition, or construction of buildings or facilities.
Subject Keywords: food and agriculture education, food and agriculture science
Categories: Project grants
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Website Address: http://www.nifa.usda.gov

Program Name: Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP)
Agency: Food and Nutrition Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: (1) To provide fresh, nutritious, unprepared, locally grown fruits, vegetables
and herbs from farmers markets, roadside stands and community supported agriculture
programs to low-income seniors, and (2) to increase the consumption of agricultural
commodities by expanding, developing, or aiding in the development and expansion of domestic
farmers markets, roadside stands, and community supported agriculture programs.
CFDA Number: 10.576
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
All States, United States territories and federally recognized Indian tribal governments that desire
to receive a SFMNP grant must submit for review and approval, for each fiscal year, a State Plan
to the USDA, Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) appropriate Regional Office. New State
agencies are selected based on the availability of funds after base grants for currently
participating State agencies are funded. Local SFMNP sites are selected by participating State
agencies based on concentration of eligible senior participants and access to farmers' markets.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Persons eligible for the program are low-income seniors, generally defined as individuals who are
at least 60 years old and who have household incomes of not more than 185 percent of the
federal poverty income guidelines (published each year by the Department of Health and
Human Services). Some State agencies accept proof of participation or enrollment in another
means-tested program, such as the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) or
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), for SFMNP eligibility.
Match Required: None
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Application is made through submission of a "State Plan of Program Operation and
Administration" as required by law. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Environmental impact information is not required for this program. This program is excluded
from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Farmers or farmers' markets (depending on whether State agencies have agreements
with farmers or markets) may apply to be authorized to accept SFMNP coupons under the
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program. The State agency reviews the applications for completeness and compliance with
authorization requirements. The State agency contacts the farmer/farmers' market to inform
them of qualification. Individual participants apply for SFMNP benefits at approved SFMNP
sites.
Award Procedure: Funds are awarded by the Department on the basis of funding formulas to
State agencies. If the available funds are insufficient to meet the base grant levels for current
SFMNP grantees, a pro-rata reduction will be applied to the grant levels awarded to all
participating SFMNP State agencies. If additional funds become available for the SFMNP, such
funds would first be distributed evenly among the current grantees to make whole their base
grants for that fiscal year. Grant payments are made by a letter of credit.
Deadlines: Set forth in the announcement. SFMNP State Plans for the current fiscal year are
due to the appropriate FNS Regional office by November 15.
Contact Info:
Debbie Whitford
Supplemental Food Programs Division
Food and Nutrition Service - USDA
3101 Park Center Drive, Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Email: Debbie.Whitford@fns.usda.gov
Phone: 703-305-2746
Fax: 703-305-2196
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: SFMNP funds are provided using Federal Reserve
Bank letters of credit and ends on November 30 of each year. State agencies may withdraw
funds only as needed. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit. Method of
awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit.
Range of Financial Assistance: FY 10 grants ranged from $9,925 to $1,958,418
Uses and Use Restrictions: Grants are made to State departments such as health, agriculture
and aging, United States territories and Federally-recognized Indian tribal governments, or any
other agency approved by the chief executive officer of the State. Ninety percent of grant funds
may be used to support the costs of the foods that are provided under the SFMNP and ten
percent may be used for administrative cost of the program.
Subject Keywords:
market expansion

health, nutrition, farmers markets, community supported agriculture,

Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.fns.usda.gov/fns

Program Name: Small Business Innovation Research
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Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To stimulate technological innovation in the private sector, strengthen the
role of small businesses in meeting Federal research and development needs, increase private
sector commercialization of innovations derived from USDA-supported research and
development efforts, and foster and encourage participation, by women-owned and socially
disadvantaged small business firms in technological innovation.
CFDA Number: 10.212
Eligibility
Applicant Eligibility:
(1) is organized for profit, with a place of business located in the United States, which operates
primarily within the United States, or which makes a significant contribution to the United States
economy through the payment of taxes or use of American products, materials or labor; (2) is in
the legal form of an individual proprietorship, partnership, limited liability company,
corporation, joint venture, association, trust or cooperative, except that where the form is a joint
venture, there can be no more than 49 percent participation by foreign business entities in the
joint venture; (3) is at least 51 percent owned and controlled by one or more individuals who are
citizens of, or permanent resident aliens in, the United States, except in the case of a joint
venture, where each entity in the venture must be 51 percent owned and controlled by one or
more individuals who are citizens of, or permanent resident aliens in the United States; and (4)
has, including its affiliates, not more than 500 employees. The term "affiliates" is defined in
greater detail in 13 CFR 121.103. The term "number of employees" is defined in 13 CFR
121.106.
Beneficiary Eligibility: Small businesses.
Match Required: No match.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
All RFAs are published on the Agency‟s website and Grants.gov. Applicants must complete the
Grants.gov registration process. Please see the following Grants.gov link for more information:
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp. An environmental impact statement is
required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. OMB Circular No. A110 applies to this program. Applications should be submitted as outlined in the RFA.
Applications must follow the instructions provided per Grants.Gov and in the Agency guide to
submitting applications via Grants.gov.
Award Procedure: Applications are subjected to a system of peer and merit review in
accordance with Section 103 of the Agricultural Research, Extension and Education Reform Act
of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 1613) by a panel of qualified scientists and other appropriate persons who are
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specialists in the field covered by the proposal. Within the limit of funds available for such
purpose, the NIFA Authorized Departmental Officer (ADO) shall make grants to those
responsible, eligible applicants whose applications are judged most meritorious under the
procedures set forth in the RFA. Reviewers will be selected based upon training and experience
in relevant scientific, extension, or education fields, taking into account the following factors: (a)
The level of relevant formal scientific, technical education, or extension experience of the
individual, as well as the extent to which an individual is engaged in relevant research, education,
or extension activities; (b) the need to include as reviewers experts from various areas of
specialization within relevant scientific, education, or extension fields; (c) the need to include as
reviewers other experts (e.g., producers, range or forest managers/operators, and consumers)
who can assess relevance of the applications to targeted audiences and to program needs; (d) the
need to include as reviewers experts from a variety of organizational types (e.g., colleges,
universities, industry, state and Federal agencies, private profit and non-profit organizations) and
geographic locations; (e) the need to maintain a balanced composition of reviewers with regard
to minority and female representation and an equitable age distribution; and (f) the need to
include reviewers who can judge the effective usefulness to producers and the general public of
each application. Evaluation Criteria will be delineated in the RFA.
Deadlines: Deadlines are announced in the Federal Register and SBIR Program Solicitation for
each fiscal year.
Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA, National Program Leader
Competitive Programs, SBIR
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, STOP 2240
Washington , District of Columbia 20024
Phone: 202-401-5823; 401-6852; 401-1719
Fax: 202-401-6070.
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Phase I grants are normally limited to 8 months.
Phase II grants are normally limited to 2 years. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: by
letter of credit.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: If minimum or maximum amounts of funding
per competitive project grant or cooperative agreement are established, these will be announced
in the annual program announcement or Request for Application (RFA).
Uses and Use Restrictions: The selected areas for research are Forests and Related Resources;
Plant Production and Protection-Biology; Animal Production and Protection; Soil and Water
Resources; Food Science and Nutrition; Rural and Community Development; Aquaculture;
Industrial Applications; Marketing and Trade; Wildlife; Animal Manure Management, Small and
Mid-size Farms, Plant Production and Protection-Engineering. The Small Business Innovation
Research Program is carried out in three separate phases: Phase I projects are supported to
determine the scientific or technical feasibility of ideas submitted by proposes on the selected
research areas; Phase II awards are made to firms with approaches that appear sufficiently
promising as a result of Phase I studies. Only those small businesses previously receiving Phase I
awards in either of the two preceding fiscal years are eligible to submit Phase II proposals. Phase
II projects are limited to $350,000 for a period normally not to exceed 24 months; Phase III is to
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be conducted by the small business concern (including joint ventures and limited partnerships),
and will be non-SBIR funded through the exercising of a follow-on funding commitment. The
purpose of Phase III is to stimulate technological innovation and the national return on
investment from research through the pursuit of commercialization objectives resulting from the
USDA-supported work carried out in Phases I and II. Grant funds must be used for allowable
costs necessary to conduct approved fundamental and applied research, extension and education
objectives to address food and agricultural sciences. Fully discretionary.
Subject Keywords: business development, research
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.nifa.usda.gov

Program Name: Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC Program)
Agency: Food and Nutrition Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To provide low-income pregnant, breastfeeding and postpartum women,
infants, and children to age five determined to be at nutritional risk, at no cost, supplemental
nutritious foods, nutrition education, and referrals to health and social services.
CFDA Number: 10.557
Eligibility:
Applicant Eligibility:
A local agency is eligible to apply to deliver locally the services of the WIC Program, provided
that: (1) it serves a population of low-income women, infants, and children at nutritional risk;
and (2) it is a public or private nonprofit health or human service agency. All local agencies must
apply through the responsible State, Indian Tribal Organization or U.S. Territory agency.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Pregnant, breastfeeding and postpartum women, infants, and children up to 5 years of age are
eligible if: (1) they are individually determined by a competent professional to be in need of the
special supplemental foods supplied by the program because of nutritional risk; and (2) meet an
income standard, or receive or have certain family members that receive benefits under the Food
Stamp, Medicaid or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Programs. They must also reside
in the State in which benefits are received.
Match Required: No match
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
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Pre-application coordination is required. Environmental impact information is not required for
this program. This program is eligible for coverage under E.O. 12372, "Intergovernmental
Review of Federal Programs." An applicant should consult the office or official designated as
the single point of contact in his or her State for more information on the process the State
requires to be followed in applying for assistance, if the State has selected the program for
review.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. This program is excluded from coverage
under OMB Circular No. A-110. Local agencies and retailers must apply to the State agency in
writing. Individual participants apply for WIC benefits at an approved local agency.
Award Procedure: Funds are awarded by the Department on the basis of funding formulas to
State agencies for distribution to approved local agencies subject to available funds.
Deadlines: A State plan for the next fiscal year is required by August 15. Only substantive
changes to the currently approved State plan must be submitted.
Contact Info:
Debra R. Whitford, Food and Nutrition Service
Supplemental Food Programs Division
3101 Park Center Drive, Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Email: Debbie.Whitford@fns.usda.gov
Phone: 703-305-2746
Fax: 703-305-2196
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Grants are released for the fiscal year using an
electronic transfer system. State agencies may withdraw funds only as needed. Method of
awarding/releasing assistance: quarterly.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: For fiscal year 2010, FNS approved the
operation of the WIC Program in 90 State agencies. This figure includes 50 States, 34 Indian
agencies, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Marianas and the District of Columbia. During fiscal year 2010, an average of
approximately 9,175,478 women, infants and children received WIC benefits every month.
Although food package costs varied widely among the States, the monthly average food package
cost for fiscal year 2010 was approximately $41.43 per person.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Grants are made to State health departments or comparable
agencies, Indian tribes, bands, or intertribal councils, or groups recognized by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Department of the Interior, or the Indian Health Service of the Department of
Health and Human Services. These agencies distribute funds to participating local public or
nonprofit private health or welfare agencies. Funds are expended to pay for supplemental foods,
nutrition education and health care referrals for participants, as well as specified nutriition
services and administrative costs, including certification services. State agencies are provided
Federal funds according to legislative and regulatory formulas. Only local agencies qualifying
under State agency applications with formal agreements may operate WIC programs.
Subject Keywords: women, infants and children, health, nutrition, nutrition education
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Categories: Formula grants
Website Address: http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic

Program Name: Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) Program
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: The purpose of the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education
Program (SARE) program is to encourage research designed to increase our knowledge
concerning agricultural production systems that: (1) maintain and enhance the quality and
productivity of the soil; (2) conserve soil, water, energy, natural resources, and fish and wildlife
habitat; (3) maintain and enhance the quality of surface and ground water; (4) protect the health
and safety of persons involved in the food and farm system; (5) promote the well-being of
animals; and (6) increase employment opportunities in agriculture (section 1619-1624 of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act of 1990 (FACTA), Public Law 101-624 (7
U.S.C. 5801). This request for applications (RFA) is for the regional SARE host institutions to
apply for funds to carry out the regional SARE programs under the direction of the SARE
Regional Administrative Councils (section 1622 of FACTA (7 U.S.C. 5812)), and for selected
national projects. Most SARE competitive grants are made by the SARE regions as subawards.
Typically, approximately 85% of the award to a SARE regional host institution is used for
subawards. Individuals and organizations interested in applying for SARE competitive grants
should NOT respond to this funding opportunity; rather they should apply to the appropriate
SARE regional program.
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/fo/sustainableagricultureresearchandeducation.cfm
CFDA Number: 10.215
Eligibility: Land-grant colleges or universities, other universities, State agricultural experiment
stations, State cooperative extension services, nonprofit organizations, and individuals with
demonstrable expertise, or Federal or State governmental entities.
Match Required: No match
How to Apply:
Step 1: Obtain a copy of a SARE call for proposal from the appropriate region and ask to be put
on the regional mailing list for future calls.
North Central Region SARE
13-A Activities Bldg.
University of NE-Lincoln
Lincoln, NE 68583-0840
402-472-7081
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ncrsare@unl.edu
Northeast Region SARE
University of Vermont
Hills Bldg.
Burlington, VT 05405-0082
802-656-0471
nesare@zoo.uvm.edu
Southern Region SARE (includes Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands)
University of Georgia Ag Experiment Station
1109 Experiment St.
Griffin, GA 30223-1797
770-412-4787
groland@gaes.griffin.peachnet.edu
Western Region SARE (includes the Island Protectorates)
Utah State University Plants, Soils & Biomet. Department.
Ag Science Bldg., UMC-4865
Logan, UT 84322-4865
435-797-2257
wsare@mendel.usu.edu
Step 2: Determine the relevant deadline for the grant program(s) from which you seek funding.
Step 3: Submit your proposal, following all guidelines specified by the region, prior to the
specified deadline.
Deadlines: Contact the Headquarters office for application deadlines.
Contact Info:
Jill S. Auburn, SARE Director
USDA-CSREES
Stop 2223
1400 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, DC 20250-2223
Telephone: 202-720-5384
Fax: 202-720-6071
E-mail: jauburn@reeusda.gov
Duration of Grant: Agreements will be supported for periods of 1 to 5 years. Funds are
released by the electronic transfer system and reimbursement by Treasury check.
Amounts: From $8,000 to $1,752,250, average: $855,540.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Grant funds must be used for allowable costs necessary to
conduct approved fundamental and applied research, extension and education objectives to
address food and agricultural sciences. Funds shall not be used for the construction of a new
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building or facility or the acquisition, expansion, remodeling, or alteration of an existing building
or facility (including site grading and improvement, and architect fees). Funds may not be used
for any purposes other than those approved in the grant award documents. Section 1473 of the
National Agricultural Research, Extension and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (NARETPA), as
amended (7 U.S.C. 3319), prohibits indirect costs. Funds shall not be used for tuition remission.
Funds shall not be used for fixed equipment. Fully discretionary.
Subject Keywords: sustainable agriculture, farm research, education, professional development
Categories: Project grants
Website Address: http://www.nifa.usda.gov

Program Name: Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA)
Agency: Foreign Agricultural Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: Under the program, the Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides
technical assistance and cash benefits to eligible farmers and fishermen if increased imports have
contributed importantly to a price decline of at least 20 percent. Technical assistance under the
program can provide access to a wide variety of resources from USDA's Cooperative State
Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES), in partnership with a county Extension
Service, to assist producers in exploring alternative crops and marketing techniques. The
program's goal is to help producers respond proactively to import competition through training,
cash benefits, and employment services.
CFDA Number: 10.609
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
USDA's FAS will certify producers eligibility for adjustment assistance if they can demonstrate
that their prices are less than or equal to 80 percent of the national average price during the
previous 5 marketing years and that increases in imports of like or competitive products
"contributed importantly" to the decline in prices. They may then apply individually for benefits.
Once a petition has been certified, an applicant is eligible for TAA benefits if: (1) the applicant is
an owner, operator, landlord, tenant, or sharecropper who shares in the risk of producing a crop
and who is entitled to share in the crop availability for marketing from the farm, or qualified
fishermen; (2) they are a producer of a raw agricultural commodity, including livestock, fish, and
aquaculture products.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Producers of raw commodities who have been adversely affected by import competition and are
covered by a certification of eligibility.
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Credentials/Documentation:
When applying, producers must provide documentation that they produced the commodity
during the most recent marketing year. To be eligible for cash payments, producers must certify
that their net income from farming, aquaculture or fishing has declined, from the pre-adjustment
year, and that they have received their free technical assistance from the Extension Service. Even
if eligible for benefits under multiple petitions, a producer may receive no more than $10,000 per
year in TAA cash payments. Producers may receive no more than $65,000 in combined countercyclical and TAA payments.
Match Required: An eligible applicant will receive a monetary cash benefit using this formula,
the cash benefit will be equal to the certified payment rate times the amount of eligible
commodity marketed in the approved marketing year. Payment limitation of $10,000 exists for
applicants who have received prior TAA payments in the same fiscal year or have received
$65,000 in counter cyclical payments. Monetary cash benefits may also be less than the
computed amount if total TAA payments exceed available funds.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
None. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
A group of producers or an association representing a group of producers must first file a
petition with USDA's FAS to establish eligibility for assistance. Petitions may be filed by a group
of three or more producers or an authorized representative. The TAA petition form may be
found on the Internet at http://www.fas.usda.gov/taa/fas0930.pdf. A copy may also be
obtained from a USDA Farm Service Agency county office, or requested by phone at (202) 7202916 or by writing to USDA, Foreign Agricultural Service, Trade Adjustment Assistance, STOP
1021, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-1021. The TAA regulation
defines articles like or directly competitive as products falling generally under the same number
in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS). Links to the HTS and a U.S.
trade database are in the TAA Library. When preparing petitions, producers are encouraged to
seek advice from the Trade Adjustment Assistance Office regarding how best to identify their
commodity by HTS number. After a petition is certified, eligible producers who apply are
eligible to receive trade adjustment technical assistance from the Extension Service at no cost.
The Extension Service will provide information regarding the feasibility and desirability of
substituting one or more alternative commodities and improve the competitiveness of the
production and marketing of the adversely affected commodity. Furthermore, to qualify for a
TAA cash payment, producers must complete Form FSA-229, meet with the county Extension
Service, and submit all supporting documentation by September 30.
Award Procedure: FAS determined the eligibility of producers of raw commodities who have
been adversely affected by import competition based on all information and supporting
documentation provided. The Extension Service will make available to all producers who apply
for TAA free technical assistance within 180 days of the petition certification date. The
Extension Service will contact applicants with the times and dates of scheduled training sessions.
Once an applicant has met all program requirements, they will receive a cash benefit based on
the certified payment rate times the amount of commodity marketed in the approved marketing
year. The Farm Service Agency will make a direct deposit payment to the eligible applicant's
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checking account. Then, FAS will compute the amount of cash payment for certified eligible
producers. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) or National Payment Service (NPS) will make direct
deposit payments to certified eligible producers checking accounts. The maximum cash benefit
is up to $10,000 per year. Applicants may receive less, if total applications exceed TAA funding
levels.
Deadlines: Use the link to access TAA Petition Registry in order to find out the filing date,
approval date, and application period end date for each type of eligible commodity per impacted
area: http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa/registry.htm. A certified eligible producer must apply for
adjustment assistance within 90 days after the eligibility certification approval date. FSA county
offices can help producers prepare and submit their applications. To qualify for a TAA cash
payment, producers must complete Form FSA-229, meet with the county Extension Service,
and submit all supporting documentation by September 30.
Contact Info:
Department of Agriculture, Foreign Agricultural Service
Trade Adjustment Assistance
STOP 1021
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250-1021
Telephone: 202-720-2916
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance:
determining applicant eligibility.

Payment is made by direct deposit after

Range and Average of Financial Assistance: The maximum cash benefit is up to $10,000
per year. In some years, producers may receive less, if producer demands for TAA exceed
funding levels.
Uses and Use Restrictions: This program makes payments to eligible farmers, ranchers, fish
farmers, and fishermen competing with imported aquaculture products.
Subject Keywords: technical assistance, business development, economic development,
alternative crops, marketing
Categories: Direct payments for unrestricted use
Website Address: www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa/taaindex.htm

Program Name: Tribal Colleges Education Equity Grants
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
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Program Mission: This grants program is designed to promote and strengthen higher education
instruction in the food and agricultural sciences at the 33 Tribal Colleges designated as 1994
Land-Grant Institutions in the Equity in Educational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994, as
amended. Plans of Work should focus on undergraduate and/or graduate studies in the food
and agricultural sciences in one or more of the following areas: Curricula Design and Materials
Development, Faculty Development and Preparation for Teaching, Instruction Delivery
Systems, Student Experiential Learning, Equipment and Instrumentation for Teaching, or
Student Recruitment and Retention.
CFDA Number: 10.221
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
Applications may be submitted by any of the Tribal colleges and universities designated as 1994
Land-Grant Institutions under the Educational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994, as amended.
This Act, as amended in Section 533(a), requires that each 1994 Land-Grant Institution be
accredited or making progress towards accreditation and be recognized as a legal entity. If
accreditation is being sought, a college must demonstrate its progress towards accreditation by a
letter from a nationally recognized accreditation agency affirming receipt of application for an
accreditation site visit or other such documentation. An applicant‟s failure to meet an eligibility
criterion by the time of an application deadline will result in NIFA returning the application
without review or, even though an application may be reviewed, will preclude NIFA from
making an award. Award recipients may subcontract to organizations not eligible to apply
provided such organizations are necessary for the conduct of project goals and objectives.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
The 1994 Institutions--Bay Mills Community College, Black feet Community College,
Cankdeska Cikana Community College, Cheyenne River Community College, Dine Community
College, D-Q University, Dull knife Memorial College, Fond Du Lac Community College, Fort
Belknap Community College, Fort Berthold Community College, Fort Peck Community
College, LacCourte Orielles Ojibwa Community College, Little Big Horn Community College,
Nebraska Indian Community College, Northwest Indian College, Oglala Lakota College, Salish
Kootenai College, Sinte Gleska University, Sisseton Wahpeton Community College, Sitting Bull
College, Stone child Community College, Turtle Mountain Community College, United Tribes
Technical College, Southwest Indian Polytechnic Institute, Institute of American Indian Arts,
Crown point Institute of Technology, Haskell Indian Nations University, Leech Lake Tribal
College, College of the Menominee Nation; and Little Priest Tribal College.
Match Required: No match
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
All Requests for Applications (RFAs) are published on the Agency‟s website and Grants.gov.
Applicants must complete the Grants.gov registration process. Please see the following
Grants.gov link for more information: http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp. An
environmental impact statement is required for this program. This program is excluded from
coverage under E.O. 12372.
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Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. OMB Circular No. A110 applies to this program. Applications should be submitted as outlined in the RFA.
Applications must follow the instructions provided per Grants.Gov and in the Agency guide to
submitting applications via Grants.gov.
Award Procedure: Applications were subjected to a system of peer and merit review in
accordance with section 103 of the Agricultural Research, Extension, and Education Reform Act
of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7613) by a panel of qualified scientists and other appropriate persons who
were specialists in the field covered by the proposal. Within the limit of funds available for such
purpose, the NIFA Authorized Departmental Officer (ADO) shall make grants to those
responsible, eligible applicants whose applications were judged most meritorious under the
procedures set forth in the RFA. This information collection is approved under OMB Control
No. 0524-0039, “NIFA Application Kit for Research and Extension Programs.
Deadlines: As announced in requests for proposals each year.
Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA
National Program Leader
Science and Education Resources Development
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, STOP 2250
Washington , District of Columbia 20250-2250
Phone: 202-401-2855 or 202-690-0402
Fax: 202-720-2030
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Under this RFA, only new applications for fouryear continuation awards may be submitted to the TCEG Program. These are project
applications not previously submitted to TCEG. All new applications will be reviewed by a
review panel using the process and criteria described in Part V of the RFA – Application Review
Requirements. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: Appropriated funds are to be awarded to the
1994 Land-Grant Institutions (hereinafter referred to as 1994 Institutions) for Education
capacity building and funds are to be distributed equally among institutions that meet eligibility
requirements. Equity Funds for ineligible 1994 institutions or of those who fail to apply by the
application submission date will be redistributed equally among the remaining eligible 1994
institutions.
Uses and Use Restrictions: The Tribal College Equity Program (TCEG) provides funds to
enhance educational opportunities for Native Americans by strengthening instructional
programs in the food and agricultural sciences at the thirty four (34) tribal colleges designated as
the 1994 Land-Grant Institutions (hereinafter referred to as 1994 Institutions).
Under this authority, appropriated funds are to be awarded to the 1994 Land-Grant Institutions
(hereinafter referred to as 1994 Institutions) for Education capacity building and funds are to be
distributed equally among institutions that meet eligibility requirements.
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Funding Restrictions: Section 7132 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008,
amended the National Agriculture Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7
U.S.C. 3310(a)), limiting indirect costs to 22 percent of the total Federal funds provided under
each award. Therefore, when preparing budgets, applicants should limit their requests for
recovery of indirect costs to the lesser of their institution‟s official negotiated indirect cost rate
or the equivalent of 22 percent of total Federal funds awarded. Indirect costs for the Equity
program are not required and a 1994 institution may take less than the allowable amount or
forego indirect costs altogether - adjust budgets accordingly. Neither research nor extension
projects are supported under the TCEG Program.
Subject Keywords: food education, agriculture education, tribal colleges
Categories: Formula grants
Website Address: http://www.nifa.usda.gov

Program Name: Tribal Colleges Endowment Program
Agency: Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To enhance educational opportunities at the thirty-four (34) Land Grant
Institutions by strengthening their teaching programs in the food and agricultural sciences in
targeted need areas. The legislation designates that the interest from the endowment funds
benefit the 1994 land-Grant institutions by supporting teaching programs in the food and
agricultural sciences in the target areas of:
1) Curricula design and instructional materials
2) Faculty development and preparation for teaching
3) Instruction delivery systems
4) Student experiential learning
5) Equipment & instrumentation for teaching
6) Student recruitment and retention
CFDA Number: 10.222
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
Eligibility is defined by legislation. An institution must be an accredited 1994 Land Grant
Institution with current accreditation from a recognized accreditation organization.
Section 7402 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (FCEA) (Pub. L. 110-246),
amends Section 532 of the Equity in Educational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301
note: Public Law 103-382) by adding at the end the following: „„(34) Ilisagvik College.‟‟
The

complete

listing

of

1994

Land-Grant
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Institutions

(LGIs)

is

as

follows:

Bay Mills Community College, Blackfeet Community College, Cankdeska Cikana Community
College, Chief Dull Knife College, College of the Menominee Nation, D-Q University,
Dine‟ College, Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College, Fort Belknap College, Fort Berthold
Community College, Fort Peck Community College, Haskell Indian Nations University, Ilisagvik
College , Institute of American Indian Arts, Leech Lake Tribal College, Little Big Horn College,
Little Priest Tribal College, Navajo Technical College, Nebraska Indian Community College,
Northwest Indian College, Oglala Lakota College, Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College, Salish
Kootenai College, Si Tanka University, Sinte Gleska University, Sisseton Wahpeton College,
Sitting Bull College, Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute, Stone Child College, Tohono
O‟odham Community College, Turtle Mountain Community College, United Tribes Technical
College, Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa Community College, and White Earth Tribal and
Community College.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Eligibility is defined by legislation. An institution must be an accredited 1994 Land Grant
Institution with current accreditation from a recognized accreditation organization.
Section 7402 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (FCEA) (Pub. L. 110-246),
amends Section 532 of the Equity in Educational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301
note: Public Law 103-382) by adding at the end the following: „„(34) Ilisagvik College.‟‟
Match Required: No match
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is not applicable. Environmental impact information is not
required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. OMB Circular No. A110 applies to this program. There is no application process. Please refer to Section :093 for
specific details regarding the Award Procedure.
Award Procedure:
On the termination of each fiscal year, the Secretary of Agriculture withdraws the earned interest
from the Endowment fund and distributes it to the 1994s on a pro rata basis. The pro rata basis
formula is as follows: 60 percent is based on the Indian student count for each institution; 40
percent is distributed in equal shares.
Deadlines: None
Contact Info:
USDA, NIFA
National Program Leader
Science and Education Resources Development (SERD) Multicultural Alliances
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, STOP 2250
Washington, District of Columbia 20250-2250
Phone: 202-690-0402 and 401-2855
Fax: 202-720-3398
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Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Interest distributions are made on an annual basis.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: The Endowment Interest distribution increases
each year in proportion to the Endowment Corpus and the interest earnings for each year; as
well as the number of American Indians enrolled at each institution. The highest amount
awarded was in 2009 was $299,509 and the lowest amount was $57,866. Three Institutions
received amounts over $200,000; 11 Institutions received amounts over $100,000 and 18
Institutions received amounts under $99,000.
Uses and Use Restrictions: The Tribal Colleges Endowment Fund benefits the 1994 landgrant institutions by promoting capacity development in teaching programs in the food and
agricultural sciences. The Tribal Colleges Endowment Fund, as a teaching capacity development
program, is a companion program of the Tribal Colleges Equity Grants Program. It differs
primarily from the Equity Grants Program in two (2) respects, namely:
• Endowment funds may be escrowed indefinitely and used for major obligations relating
to the allowable activities.
• As of October 1, 2001, Endowment funds also may be used for facility renovation,
repair, construction. and maintenance in support of and in addition to the six (6) targeted
areas of support listed below.
Interest distribution from an endowed corpus based on a formula specific to this legislation.
The legislation designates that the interest from the endowment funds benefit the 1994 landGrant institutions by supporting teaching programs in the food and agricultural sciences in the
target areas of:
1) Curricula design and instructional materials
2) Faculty development and preparation for teaching
3) Instruction delivery systems
4) Student experiential learning
5) Equipment & instrumentation for teaching
6) Student recruitment and retention
Subject Keywords: food education, agriculture education, tribal colleges
Categories: Formula grants
Website Address:
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/nea/education/in_focus/multicultural_if_1994_endowment.html

Program Name: Tribal Colleges Research Grants Program
Agency: National Institute of Food and Agriculture
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Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: This program was initiated in FY 2000 to assist 1994 Land-Grant
Institutions (Tribal Colleges) to conduct agricultural research that addresses high priority
concerns of tribal, national, or multistate significance. Awards are to be made on the basis of a
competitive process. Grants shall support investigative and analytical studies in the food and
agricultural sciences. Eligible institutions may propose projects in any discipline(s) of the food
and agricultural sciences. There are no limits on the specific subject matter/emphasis areas to be
supported.
CFDA Number: 10.227 Institutions Research Program
Program Eligibility: 1994 Land-Grant Institutions*
More Information on Eligibility:
Grant applications submitted under this program must certify that the research to be conducted
will be performed in collaboration with at least one 1862 or 1890 Land-Grant college or
university.
Match Required: No cost sharing requirements.
How to Apply: Electronic submission required via grants.gov – Request for Application (RFA)
and Abstract of Funded Projects available on-line.
Application Review Requirements: Each application will be evaluated in a 2-part process.
First, each application will be screened to ensure that it meets the administrative requirements as
set forth in this RFA. Second, applications that meet these requirements will be technically
evaluated by a review panel.
Deadlines: As announced in the request for proposals each year.
Contact Info:
Salei‟a Afele-Fa‟amuli, PhD
National Program Leader
Division of Community and Education
Institute of Youth, Family and Community
National Institute of Food and Agriculture
USDA, STOP 2250
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250-2250
Telephone: 202-720-0384
Fax: 202-720-2030
E-mail: sfaamuli@nifa.usda.gov
Duration of Grant: Normally, competitive research projects will be supported for periods of
up to 3 years.
Page 86

Amounts: From $75,000 to $200,000 (per project not per year).
Percent of applications funded last fiscal year: 80%
Uses and Restrictions: Neither Education Equity nor Tribal Extension projects are supported
under the TCRGP Program. The use of grant funds to plan, acquire, or construct a building or
facility is not allowed under this program. With prior approval, and in accordance with the cost
principles set forth in OMB Circular No. A-21, some grant funds may be used for minor
alterations, renovations, or repairs deemed necessary to retrofit existing teaching or research
spaces in order to carry out a funded project. However, requests to use grant funds for such
purposes must demonstrate that the alterations, renovations, or repairs are essential to achieving
the major purpose of the project. Grant funds may not be used for endowment investing.
Subject Keywords: tribal college, research
Categories: Project grants
Website: www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/tribalcollegesresearchtcrgp.cfm
*Bay Mills Community College, Blackfeet Community College, Cankdeska Cikana Community
College, Cheyenne River Community College, Dine Community College, D-Q University,
Dullknife Memorial College, Fond Du Lac Community College, Fort Belknap Community
College, Fort Berthold Community College, Fort Peck Community College, Lac Courte Orielles
Ojibwa Community College, Little Big Horn Community College, Nebraska Indian Community
College, Northwest Indian College, Oglala Lakota College, Salish Kootenai College, Sinte Gleska
University, Sisseton Wahpeton Community College, Sitting Bull College, Stonechild Community
College, Turtle Mountain Community College, United Tribes Technical College, Southwest
Indian Polytechnic Institute, Institute of American Indian Arts, Crownpoint Institute of
Technology, Haskell Indian National University, Leech Lake Tribal College, College of the
Menominee Nation, and Little Priest Tribal College.

Program Name: Value-Added Producer Grants
Agency: Rural Business - Cooperative Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: Grants may be used for planning activities and for working capital for
marketing value-added agricultural products and for farm-based renewable energy. Eligible
applicants are independent producers, farmer and rancher cooperatives, agricultural producer
groups, and majority-controlled producer-based business ventures.
CFDA Number: Information not available
Eligibility: Independent producers, agricultural producer groups, farmer or rancher
cooperatives, and majority-controlled producer-based business ventures.
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Match Required: Applicants must provide matching funds at least equal to the grant.
How to Apply: An applicant should consult the office or official designated as the single point
of contact in the USDA Rural Development State Office for more information on the process
the State requires to be followed in applying for assistance, if the State has selected the program
for review.
Deadlines: Published in the Federal Register.
Contact Info: Please contact your USDA State Rural Development Office to obtain additional
information and assistance.
Duration of Grant: Not stated
Amounts: The maximum grant amount for a planning grants are $100,000 and the maximum
grant amount for a working capital grant is $300,000.
Uses and Restrictions: Grants are limited to projects that focus on emerging markets, and can
be determined to be economically viable and sustainable. Funds may be used to fund one or the
other of the following activities, but not both:
1. Develop feasibility studies or business plans (including marketing plans or other planning
activities) needed to establish a viable value-added marketing opportunity for an agricultural
product;
2. Acquire working capital to operate a value-added business venture or an alliance that will
allow the producers to better compete in domestic and international markets.
Subject Keywords: business development, marketing, planning, cooperatives
Categories: Project grants
Website: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov

Program Name: Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention
Agency: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To provide technical and financial assistance in carrying out works of
improvement to protect, develop, and utilize the land and water resources in watersheds.
CFDA Number: 10.904
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Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
Any State agency, county or groups of counties, municipality, town or township, soil and water
conservation district, flood prevention or flood control district, Indian tribe or tribal
organization, or any other nonprofit agency with authority under State law to carry out,
maintain, and operate watershed works of improvement may apply for assistance. This program
is available in Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Mariana Islands and
the Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
Any State agency, county or groups of counties, municipality, town or township, soil and water
conservation district, flood prevention or flood control district, Indian tribe or tribal
organization, or any other nonprofit agency with authority under State law to carry out,
maintain, and operate watershed works of improvement may apply for assistance. This program
is available in Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the Mariana Islands, and the Trust
Territories of the Pacific Islands.
Match Required: Technical and financial assistance under which program funds provide
certain prescribed services and costs and a percentage of other costs on the basis of a contract
vary according to purpose of the works of improvement. For example, for construction costs
under the Act, program funds provide 100 percent for flood prevention; up to 50 percent of
agricultural water management, public recreation and fish and wildlife purposes; and none of the
costs for certain other nonagricultural water management purposes. All of the applicants'
installation costs are eligible for program loans. Reimbursable advances are available for
preservation of sites and future municipal water supply. Sponsors are required to obtain all land
and water rights and permits prior to installation of project measures, and for operation and
maintenance.
MOE requirements are not applicable to this program.
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Continues until all works of improvement are
installed or their installation is terminated by mutual agreement. Method of awarding/releasing
assistance: lump sum.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is required. An environmental impact statement is required for this
program. An environmental impact assessment is required for this program. This program is
eligible for coverage under E.O. 12372, "Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs." An
applicant should consult the office or official designated as the single point of contact in his or
her State for more information on the process the State requires to be followed in applying for
assistance, if the State has selected the program for review.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. This program is excluded from coverage
under OMB Circular No. A-110. Application forms and information are available in all NRCS
offices and from designated State agencies.
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Award Procedure: Details of the procedure are available from the State and field offices of
the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
Deadlines: None
Contact Info:
Marvin Brown
P.O. Box 2890
Washington, DC 20013-2890
Email: MarvinBrown@wdc.usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-3413
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Continues until all works of improvement are
installed or their installation is terminated by mutual agreement. Method of awarding/releasing
assistance: lump sum.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance:
amount $650,000.

Up to $2,164,000 per state; average grant

Uses and Use Restrictions: Technical assistance is provided in designing, and installing
watershed works of improvement. Financial assistance is provided for sharing costs of measures
for watershed protection, flood prevention, agricultural water management, sedimentation
control, public water based fish, wildlife, recreation;; municipal and industrial water supply; and
in extending long term credit to help local interests with their share of the costs. Watershed area
must not exceed 250,000 acres. Capacity of a single structure is limited to 25,000 acre-feet of
total capacity and 12,500 acre-feet of floodwater detention capacity.
Categories: Project grants, advisory services, and counseling
Website Address: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov

Program Name: Wetlands Reserve Program
Agency: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To assist landowners in restoring and protecting wetlands on eligible lands
on which they agree to enter into a permanent or 30- year long-term easement (30- year contract
for Indian tribes) , or a restoration cost-share agreement with the Secretary. The goal of WRP is
to maximize wetland functions and values and wildlife benefits on every acre enrolled in the
program. Total acreage enrollment limitation is 3.041,2002,275,000 acres.
CFDA Number: 10.072
Eligibility Requirements
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Applicant Eligibility:
An individual landowner, partnership, association, corporation, estate, trust, other business or
other legal entities and, Indian tribe.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
An individual landowner, partnership, association, corporation, estate, trust, other business
enterprises or other legal entities and, Indian tribe.
Credentials/Documentation:
The landowner must have owned the land offered for at least the preceding 12 months prior to
the end of the period in which the intent to participate in an easement is declared unless the land
was acquired by will or succession as a result of the death of the previous owner; or the
Department determines that the new owner did not acquire such land for the purpose of placing
it in the WRP. The 12-month requirement is not applicable to restoration agreement. This
program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-87.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is required. An environmental impact assessment is required for
this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. This program is
excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110. Submit an application to enroll to the
local NRCS office that serves the area in which the farm or ranch is located during the
designated sign-up period.
Award Procedure: The States will provide a list of potential acceptable offers and request for
allocation of funds. The Department will allocate funding in a manner designed to achieve cost
effectiveness and maximum wetland restoration based wildlife benefits. The States will notify the
landowners of the status of their application. This process will be completed as soon as practical
after funding becomes available. For all tentatively accepted applications, a determination of
easement compensation value will be made according to the current procedures as prescribed by
the Secretary.
Deadlines: N/A
Contact Info:
Ken Murray
1400 Independence Ave, SW
South Building, Room 6238
Washington, District of Columbia 20013
Email: Ken.Murray@wdc.usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-0982
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: Not Applicable.
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Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: Cash easement payments will be made in a lump
sum amount, or in annual installments beginning at closing. Cost share payments for
implementation of easement practices will be made when a specific practice has been
implemented by either the landowner or contractor. See the following for information on how
assistance is awarded/released: Cash easement payments will be made in a lump sum amount, or
in annual installments beginning at closing. Cost share payments for implementation of
easement practices will be made when a specific practice has been implemented by either the
landowner or contractor.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: Not Applicable.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Eligible landowners may offer farmed wetlands, prior converted
wetlands, wetlands farmed under natural condition, former or degraded wetlands on lands that
have been used or are currently being used for the production of food and fiber, including
rangeland and forest production land, lands substantially altered by flooding, certain riparian
areas, along with certain adjacent areas, to be placed under a permanent or 30-year easement, or
restoration cost-share agreement. A deed restriction covering the land approved under easement
must be recorded in the local land deeds office. Subject to the acceptance of an offer by the
Federal Government, the landowner will receive in cash an amount specified in the WRP
contract as determined by a method prescribed by the Secretary. The landowner shall ensure that
the easement granted to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is superior to the
rights of all others and shall agree to implement a wetland restoration plan designed to restore
and maintain the easement area. The plan will include a designated access route to be used as
necessary for easement management and monitoring. The landowner will receive financial and
technical assistance to install necessary restoration practices on the land under easement or the
practice will be installed by the Secretary. The landowner shall agree to a permanent retirement
of crop acreage bases, allotments, and quotas to the extent that the sum of the crop acreage
bases and allotments will not exceed the remaining cropland of the present farm or subsequently
reconstituted farm. In cases involving restoration participants receive restoration cost-share and
technical assistance and no easement payment.
Subject Keywords: Riparian area restoration, wetlands restoration, wetlands, wildlife habitat,
soil, water, environmental restoration, wetlands enhancement
Categories: Direct payments for specified use
Website Address: http://www.nrsc.usda.gov

Program Name: Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program
Agency: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
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Program Mission: To help participants protect, restore, develop or enhance habitat for upland
wildlife, wetland wildlife, threatened and endangered species, fisheries, and other types of
wildlife.
CFDA Number: 10.914
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
Applicant must meet Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation (HEL/WC)
requirements, Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements, verification that applicant will be in
control of land for the duration of a contract. A participant may be an owner, landlord, operator,
or tenant of eligible lands. Limited resource producers, small scale producers, producers of
minority groups, Federally Recognized Indian Tribal Governments, Alaska natives, Pacific
Islanders, State, county, or local government owned lands are encouraged to apply.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
A participant may be an owner, landlord, operator, or tenant of eligible lands. Limited resource
producers, small-scale producers, producers of minority groups, Federally Recognized Indian
Tribal Governments, Alaska natives, and Pacific Islanders are encouraged to apply.
Match Required: 25%. Installation of cost-share practices to develop wildlife habitat can be
funded by cost-sharing up to 75 percent of the total cost of establishing the conservation
practice by NRCS. Program participants or nonfederal partners provide the remaining 25
percent. Other conservation practices may be required to be installed without program
payments.
MOE requirements are not applicable to this program.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Pre-application coordination is not applicable. Environmental impact information is not
required for this program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
This program is excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-102. This program is
excluded from coverage under OMB Circular No. A-110. Program participation is voluntary.
The applicant applies at the local USDA service center or found at http://www.sc.egov.usda.gov
on Form NRCS-CPA-1200. Applications may be filed at any time during the year. The
participant, With the Natural Resources Conservation Service develops a WPO for the land unit
of concern. The participant's plan serves as the basis for the WHIP cost-share agreement.
Technical assistance and cost-share payments may be provided to apply the needed wildlife
habitat conservation practices within a time schedule specified by the plan. A participant may
apply one or more wildlife habitat conservation practices in a cost-share agreement.
Award Procedure: NRCS may designate a wildlife habitat type or a region of special wildlife
habitat concern as a priority. The priorities are designated by the State Conservationist based on
recommendations of local working groups which are convened by the local conservation district
with recommendations from the State Technical Committee. NRCS will give special
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consideration to applicants who have WPOs that address wildlife habitat concerns consistent
with National and state priorities. Applications will be ranked and selected for funding.
Deadlines: Contact the headquarters or regional office, as appropriate, for application deadlines.
Contact Info:
Albert Cerna
Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
P.O. Box 2890
Attn: Director, Financial Assistance Programs Division
Washington, District of Columbia 20113
Email: Albert.Cerna@wdc.usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-9358
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: The WHIP cost-share agreement period is a
minimum of 1 to 10 years. Obligations for assistance are tied to the schedule for applying
wildlife habitat conservation practices included in the WPO used as the basis for cost-share
agreement. Payments are made when the participant and NRCS certify that a conservation
practice is completed in accordance with the cost-share agreement. Method of
awarding/releasing assistance: lump sum.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance: Average contract payments are estimated to be
$4,500.
Uses and Use Restrictions: Technical assistance is provided to develop a WHIP Plan of
Operation (WPO) for eligible participants. Cost-share payments may be made to implement fish
and wildlife habitat conservation practices. Up to seventy-five percent cost-share is available
from NRCS to reimburse participants for installing conservation practices beneficial to wildlife.
Subject Keywords:
aquatic habitat.

wildlife conservation, wildlife habitat improvement, wetland, riparian,

Categories: Direct payments for specified use
Website Address: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov

Program Name: Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Farmers’ Market Nutrition
Program (FMNP)
Agency: Food and Nutrition Service
Government Department: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Mission: To provide fresh, nutritious unprepared locally grown fruits and vegetables
from farmers markets to women, infants, and children who participate in the Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC); and to expand the
awareness and use of farmers' markets and increase sales at such markets.
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CFDA Number: 10.572
Eligibility Requirements
Applicant Eligibility:
All State agencies that desire to receive a FMNP grant must submit, for each fiscal year, a State
Plan to the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), USDA. New State agencies are selected based on
the availability of funds after base grants for currently participating State agencies are funded.
Local FMNP sites are selected by participating State agencies based on concentration of eligible
WIC participants and access to farmers' markets.
Beneficiary Eligibility:
WIC participants (i.e., pregnant, postpartum or breastfeeding women; infants over 4 months of
age; and children up to 5 years of age) and (at the State's discretion) those who are on a waiting
list to receive WIC benefits are eligible to receive FMNP coupons. State agencies may also
designate subcategories of WIC participants, e.g., pregnant and breastfeeding women only, to be
FMNP recipients.
Match Required: 30%. As a prerequisite to the receipt of Federal funds, a State agency must
agree to contribute program income or State, local or private funds equal to at least 30 percent
of its administrative program cost. Indian Tribal Organizations may provide a negotiated match
contribution that is less than 30 percent but not less than 10 percent. State contributions for
similar programs may satisfy the State matching requirement.
Application Process
Pre-application Coordination:
Application is made through submission of a "State Plan of Program Operation and
Administration" as required by law. Environmental impact information is not required for this
program. This program is excluded from coverage under E.O. 12372.
Application Procedures:
OMB Circular No. A-102 applies to this program. OMB Circular No. A-110 applies to this
program. Farmers or farmers' markets (depending on whether State agencies have agreements
with farmers or markets) located in communities with WIC Program sites may apply to be
authorized to accept FMNP coupons under the program. The State agency reviews the
applications for completeness and compliance with authorization requirements. The State agency
contacts the farmer/farmers' market to inform them of qualification. Individual participants
apply for FMNP benefits at approved local WIC agencies.
Award Procedure: Funds are awarded by the Department on the basis of funding formulas to
State agencies. If the available funds are insufficient to meet the base grant levels for current
FMNP grantees, a pro-rata reduction will be applied to the grant levels awarded to all
participating FMNP State agencies. If additional funds become available for the FMNP, such
funds would first be distributed evenly among the current grantees to make whole their base
grants for that fiscal year. Grant payments are made by a letter of credit.
Deadlines: A State plan for the next fiscal year is required by November 15.
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Contact Info:
Debra Whitford
Food and Nutrition Service
Supplemental Food Programs Division
3101 Park Center Drive
Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Email: Debbie.Whitford@fns.usda.gov
Phone: 703-305-2746
Fax: 703-305-2196
Length and Time Phasing of Assistance: FMNP funds are provided using Federal Reserve
Bank letters of credit and end on November 30 of each year. State agencies may withdraw funds
only as needed. Method of awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit. Method of
awarding/releasing assistance: by letter of credit.
Range and Average of Financial Assistance:
$3,593,015.

FY 10 grants ranged from $6,337 to

Uses and Use Restrictions: Grants are made to State health, agriculture and other agencies (or
Indian tribes, bands, or intertribal councils or groups recognized by the Department of the
Interior, or the Indian Health Service of the Department of Health and Human Services.
Participating State agencies must provide program income or State, local, or private funds for
the program in an amount that is equal to at least 30 percent of the administrative cost of the
program except Indian Tribal Organizations which may provide a negotiated match contribution
that is less than 30 percent but not less than 10 percent. The matching requirement may be
satisfied from State contributions that are made for similar programs. Federal FMNP benefits
(coupons) may be issued only to participants in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) or to persons who are on a waiting list to receive WIC
benefits. Participating State agencies must provide program income or State, local, or private
funds for the program in an amount that is equal to at least 30 percent of the administrative cost
of the program except Indian Tribal Organizations which may receive a negotiated match
contribution that is less than 30 percent but not less than 10 percent. The matching requirement
may be satisfied from State contributions that are made for similar programs.
Subject Keywords: women, infants, and children, health, nutrition, farmers markets
Categories: Formula grants
Website Address: http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic
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